Parish Matters
Parish Office Hours: Monday to Friday – 10am - 2pm
Office Phone: (02) 9663 5343
Secretary: Therese Poulton (Mon & Wed), Maria Awad (Tue, Thu & Fri)
Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018
Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012
roseberycatholic@gmail.com | www.roseberyparish.org
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A DVENT | 8 TH / 9 TH D ECEMBER 2018

W EEKEND M ASS T IMES
S T J OSEPH ’ S , R OSEBERY
Adoration 4.00pm—5.00pm
Benediction:
5.00pm
Saturday Vigil:
6.15pm
Sunday:
7.30am &
9.30am (Kids Children’s Liturgy)
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.15pm—6.00pm
24 Hour Adoration chapel.
Contact the office for the code.
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL,
WATERLOO
Saturday Rosary & Benediction 4.30pm
Saturday
10.00am
(First Saturday of the Month Mass)

Saturday Vigil
5.00pm
Sunday
9.00am
S T V INCENT DE P AUL , R EDFERN
Sunday
11.00am
W EEKDAY M ASSES
S T J OSEPH ’ S R OSEBERY
Monday 7.00am Communion Service
Tuesday to Thursday
7.00am
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, WATERLOO
Tuesday
5.00pm (followed by Adoration)
Friday
9.00am (School Mass)
1st Saturday of Month
10.00am
S T V INCENT DE P AUL , R EDFERN
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am
Friday
8.00am

B APTISMS : by appointment
M ARRIAGES : by appointment with 6
months notice
Please contact the Parish Office.
Fr Gerard Woo Ling
Assistant Priest
Facebook: parishesofcitysouth
Instagram: @parishesofcitysouth

The Parishes of City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the traditional custodians, who
have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the
continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation of
this land.

Dear friends,
I am looking forward to our Catholic Community of City South
Christmas Party next Saturday night at Rosebery hall. Please indicate you’re
coming by signing the RSVP list at the back of the church.
The Royal Commission into sexual abuse highlighted an area of the
Church that needs to attention: clericalism. One of my lecturers in the
seminary and my supervisor for my Masters was Tim Costelloe SDB, now
Archbishop of Perth. He defines clericalism in this way: “Let me say at once
that in my mind “clericalism” has little or nothing to do with what priests wear
or what they ask people to call them. It has to do with an attitude of
superiority or aloofness which conveys the impression that priests are better
than others, holier than others, somehow or other removed from others,
precisely because priests deal with things of God, sacred things, as opposed to
the laity, who deal with worldly or secular things. And from this attitude flows
the expectation that priests should be treated with special deference, with a
special privilege, with a level of respect that others don’t deserve.” I agree with
Archbishop Costelloe. I for one do not claim to be any more special than
anyone else. I, in my own way and in my own role, am committed to working
with you to building the Kingdom of God. May this Advent season enable
each one of us to be more daring in welcoming and living the Gospel of Life.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Presider: Lord, Jesus your coming was proclaimed by the prophet Baruch
when he proclaimed that God will show your splendour.
All: Come, Lord Jesus.
Presider: Lord Jesus, you come among us now as we take up the words of the
gospel that all humankind will see the salvation of God.
All: Come, Lord Jesus.
Presider: Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory when every valley will be
filled in, every mountain and hill laid low, winding ways
made straight and rough roads made smooth.
All: Come, Lord Jesus.

Fr Paul Smithers | Parish Priest |
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsmithers
After hours emergency contact 9698 2869

Prepare the way of the Lord
PARISHES OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS
Those who are sick: Joan Buist, Erica Angeles, James Smithers, Maria Cepus, and all the housebound.
Remembered in the Masses and names recorded at the Archdiocesan Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel:
Shirley Turner; Str. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley, Jim Atkins; Bill, Muriel, Marc Wickert; Therese & Alfred Scerri; Isabel
Fenech; Margaret & Joseph Fenech; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Arthur & Janine Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill &
Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Hazel Holly; Arthur & Rose Dennett;
Jay Rosenstrauss.
Birthdays: Blake Snashels (8 Dec.); Haru Chow & Ashley (11 Dec.); Tim Downs (13 Dec.)
Death Anniversaries: Esther Lopez, Elizabeth Boner & Sebastian Lentini (10 Dec.), Fr Terence Purcell, Freida Purcell.
If you would like your name included in this section please email the parish office.
For Mass offerings, please use the envelopes available on the notice tables.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
O people of Sion, behold,
Christmas Remembrance Service 2018 presided by the Lord will come to save the nations,
Bishop Terence Brady at St Mary’s Cathedral and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.
Sydney on Sunday 16 December at 7:30pm.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

Christmas Remembrance Service

Movies at Rosebery will resume
in the New Year.

Baptisms in City South during December
Congratulations to:

AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL
2020

Mia Alexandra

(daughter of Christopher and Stina)

Levi Victoria

Please continue to pray for the Plenary Council.
Thank you to all those who participated in the
discussions. We will hold one more session for
those who had their names down and were not able
to attend.

(daughter of Paul and Emma)

Erin Winona

(daughter of David and Visma)

Annabelle Amalia

(daughter of Andrew and Ruwani)

READERS ROSTERS

Isabella Endora

(daughter of Pablo and Morine)
The Rosebery rosters are currently being prepared
for the coming year. More readers are needed
especially for the 7.30am Mass on Sundays. If you
normally attend this Mass you may want to consider
volunteering for this Ministry. Please contact the
Parish Office on 9663 5343 for further details.
Waterloo Rosters
5pm

Readers

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

This

Dave Douglas

Wendy

Next

Steven Belcastro

Dave Douglas

David Gallagher (Acolyte), Yvonne Smith,
Mark Blackman

Melissa, Wendy
This

Samuel Harianto

Paul Clinch

Julie Keyes, Gaye Carey

Next

Ann Kinghan

Samuel Harianto

Sabby Gonzaga, Salome Li, Nghia Nguyen

Overhead Projector
Cleaners

We welcome them to our Catholic Community.
Through their baptisms we pray they will love and
serve the Lord always.

Commentator

Overhead Projector
9.00am

Cian Gerard

(son of Bernard and Ciara)

Marilyn Munday, Samuel Harianto
2

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever! Ps 118
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
(electronic transfers only):
Thank you for your contributions towards our Parishes.
Rosebery (2nd Collection - November $3,161.50)
Account Name: Rosebery Parish Church Account
BSB: 062 784 | Account No.: 053 750 02
Redfern (2nd Collection - November $992.30)
Account name: Redfern Parish Church Account
BSB: 062 784 | Account No.: 208 450 00
Waterloo (2nd Collection - November $1,894.66)
Account name: Waterloo Parish Church Account
BSB: 062 784 | Account No.: 062 750 01

Catholic Community of City South
Christmas Party
The Catholic Parishes of City South will be
holding a Christmas Party on Saturday, 15
December after 6.15pm Mass in the
Rosebery Hall.
For catering purposes please add your name
to the attendance list at the back of the
church.

We now have Credit Card facilities. Please contact the
Parish Office for an Authority Form. Your nominated
amount will be debited monthly from your card.

CHRISTMAS CARDS SALE
The St. Vincent de Paul Society 2018 Christmas cards are
now on sale on the table on the veranda at the back of the
church. Cards are being sold for $5.00 per pack of 10
cards. Please place all monies in the regular Catholic
Weekly wall-slot, under the parish notice board.
ST VINCENT de PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL

The Appeal will be conducted after all Masses this
weekend. Cash donations towards this appeal will be
gratefully received by the Society and are tax
deductible.
ALSO this year our Society Conference has in mind
to support the aged men’s facility, Frederic House at
Waterloo, which is a special work of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society. Any additional funds that we might
receive through this Appeal will help build on the
development of our Community of City South.

Rosebery Rosters

6.15pm

7:30am
9:30am
Counters

Readers

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

This

Grainne N. & Bianca R.

Rosemary C. & Aruna L.

Next

Daphne S. & Rosemary C.

. Pam & Gina Di C.

This

Josette M. & Melissa S.

Kath A.

Next

Kath A. & John S

John S.

This

Maria M. & Stephen M.

Lisa S. & Nancy P.

Next

Pilar & Nancy P.

Nancy & Pilar P.

This

N. & P. & A. Parades

Next

D. Tolliver, M. Cunney, C. O'Brien

Love, Truth, Beauty
PRINCIPLES

Drawing on feedback gathered from a focus group held with City South’s Parish Renewal and Development
Committee, responses to the parishioner survey, and the images shared during the Love, Truth and Beauty
Photography Exhibition. Using this feedback, we have prepared a set of principles that reflects our experience and
expression of Love, Truth and Beauty.
These principles will guide the future of City South.
LOVE
We are a community that expresses and experiences Love. We welcome new life and people, abundant relationships,
justice and outreach in both temporal and spiritual ways.
“To love is to will the good of the other.” St Thomas Aquinas, Catechism of the Catholic Church 1766.
LOVE Principle 1: Connection and community
Our community is committed to being connected with each other, working together and reaching out to the broader
community. We are multi-cultural and multi-generational. We grow from the life experience of elderly members and
the life view of our children and young people. Our connectedness promotes safety, security and togetherness and
reinforces community spirit and support.
LOVE Principle 2: Helping others
Our community expresses Love in our hospitality and the ways we help others through volunteering, charity,
contributions and prayer. We are a generous and welcoming community, and provide comfort to others.
LOVE Principle 3: Celebration
Our community celebrates our Love of God through liturgy and the Sacraments. We celebrate joyously, loudly and
quietly together as may be appropriate to the event or the people involved. Our good humour and speed to smile
reflect our Love for God and each other.
TRUTH
We are a community that expresses and experiences Truth. Truth opens the door of faith to God. We seek Truth
and draw meaning from the Gospel, which is preached with joy and clarity.
Jesus said "For this I have been born and for this I have come into the world to testify to the truth." (John 18:37) St
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (4:15)
TRUTH Principle 1: Faith
Our faith is grounded in the Truth of the Gospel, Scripture and tradition. Like St Augustine said, we are pilgrims
with “faith seeking understanding”. Through this understanding we are able to find Truth, face it and follow it to
nourish our own relationship with God.
TRUTH Principle 2: Action
As members of the Body of Christ we seek to bear witness to Christ’s Truth through good deeds, charity and sharing
our faith with our family, friends, neighbours and the broader community. We are committed to being courageous,
daring and positive in expressing and living the Truth of the Gospel.
TRUTH Principle 3: Communication
Truth is the foundation of our communication with one another. Our community is committed to speaking the
Truth to those around us. Whether it be through sharing news, telling stories, praying or discussing the Word of
God, we display honesty and trust in our communications.

BEAUTY
We are a community that expresses and experiences Beauty. Beauty leads to Truth. It has the power to draw people
in and transform them. Beauty gracefully invites one into the transcendent. Music, art, awe, worship and sacraments
are celebrated with dignity and reverence in our community, which welcomes and celebrates our diversity.
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” Ephesians (2:10)
BEAUTY Principle 1: Action
Beauty is seen in our community in our creativity, prayer, devotion and dedication to our faith. Actions such as
simple smile or the singing of a hymn, spread joy and Beauty to those around us.
BEAUTY Principle 2: Faith
The Beauty of our faith is captured through sacred rituals, liturgy, Sacraments and sacred images. These expressions
of our faith represent our beautiful relationship with God.

BEAUTY Principle 3: Life and nature
Our faith is found in the Beauty of life and nature. As God’s creation, the life-giving and healing forces of our
natural world remind us to exercise stewardship with the nature all around us.
BEAUTY Principle 4: Atmosphere
A diverse and colourful atmosphere is seen as beautiful by our community. It may be vibrant or peaceful, or a
combination of both. Though it cannot be seen or touched, a positive community feeling supports and nourishes
those around us.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
This is the last week to have your say on the proposed principles. In the foyer you will find the principles
and any comments you would like to make about them. To indicate your initial thoughts please take a
sticker and place it in the appropriate box.
I encourage you to make your comments by writing them on a post it note and sticking it on the poster
under the appropriate principle.
As always, thank you for your support on this journey.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION CONCERT
On Friday 14 December, St Mary’s Cathedral will
celebrate with carols for the annual, and much
anticipated A Choral Christmas Celebration concert.
There will be two performances at 11am & 7pm with
tickets
starting
from
$20.
Visit
www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc for more
information.
TWILIGHT CAROLS
Catholic Cemeteries and Crematoria warmly invites
you and your family to join them at the annual
Twilight Carols at Mary, Mother of Mercy Chapel,
Rookwood Catholic Cemetery, Thursday 13
December, commencing at 6.30pm. Fireworks at
9pm.

Dear friends,
Once again I ask your support in delivering the Christmas
Mass flyer to all houses and units in the community. I want
to thank the Legion of Mary who will deliver them in the
Waterloo area on 8th December. The flyers are available this
weekend. Last year I delivered a flyer to every unit around
Zetland/Victoria Park.
As Christmas approaches I want to propose a ‘welcome
strategy’ for Christmas. As more people attend Mass at
Christmas it is important to:


Make people welcome - you may consider handing out
bulletins at the Church door entrances,



Introduce yourself to those sitting in the pews around
you, especially if you have not met them before,



Volunteers needed to hand out Community of City South
bag with 2019 fridge calendar.

Mary, Moses and the miracles of Advent
It is December, and things are ending. Students get their papers in and prep for finals. Retailers push for a sales
rush to declare a good year. Our northern world grows darker, daylight shorter. The calendar is down to its last
page.
But in our religious tradition, December is when we turn back to the beginning. It is Advent, the lead -up to
Christmas, placed close to the day when the sun begins to shine longer and night grows shorter. Sure, a lot of
preparing grabs our time and energy in December—Santa and shopping lists, gifts and invitations. But in stolen
moments of reflection, December is hope, a chance to start anew, a return to basic groundwork and fundamental
questions. We can draw the line on who we have been and what we have done and get to start again. We often
need another chance.
In our religious tradition, December is when we turn back to the beginning.
The book of Exodus tells how Moses got a second chance—a new opportunity to serve his God and his people.
Moses had a rough beginning. A new Pharaoh came to power and decided to kill all the Hebrew boys. Moses’
mother hid him, and Pharaoh’s daughter found and raised him. One day Moses saw an Egyptian strike a Hebrew,
and he killed the Egyptian. He fled east to Midian, where he met Jethro, who had flocks of sheep and seven
daughters. Moses married one of these daughters.
In chapter three, Moses is tending Jethro’s sheep at Horeb, a place that even in the desert wilderness is remote. It
is a good place for a man who is a murderer and a fugitive. But Moses’ quiet life is soon to change. For at Horeb:
the angel of God appeared to him in the shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was
the bush blazing but it was not being burned up. “I must...look at this strange sight,” Moses said. … Now the
Lord...called to him from the middle of the bush. “Moses, Moses!”... “Here I am,” he answered. “Come no nearer,” he said.
“Take off your shoes, for the place on which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of...Abraham...of Isaac and...of
Jacob.”... Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God.
This is a mythic encounter with its remote setting and solemn words, and Moses is never the same. Rabbi
Lawrence Kushner suggests that the burning bush is a test and that the miracle here is that Moses stops what he is
doing long enough to see. He stays long enough to see that the fire does not consume the bush. He notices, and
when he notices he finds God.
There is, in the tradition of icons, an image of Mary appearing in the burning bush. An icon is an invitation to
notice, to pause for a while and to look, to stop the processes of logic and to unleash the powers of imagination, to
spend some time in the presence of the holy.
The burning bush that burns is an invitation to stop and to notice and to experience the miracle that is the life that
God has given us.
In this icon, we do not see the fiery bush but the virgin mother and her young son. She stands in soft curves atop
the jagged mountain shapes that know no human life. In this barrenness, she holds life. Mary and Jesus are warm
in living colours; the mountains are hot and cold in earth tones. Mother and child stand above earth’s life systems.
Mary’s shoes glow like coals. God told Moses, “Take off your shoes,” but Mary is the holy ground of encounter.

Mary and Jesus extend their hands in prayer. They are open to God’s presence. Jesus’ outstretched hands hint
strongly at his crucifixion. That Mary makes the same posture is a chilling reminder of the extremes to which her
surrender to God’s will takes her.
Mary makes the divinity present to our world in a wondrous way. That is our call, too, in our maybe less wondrous
way. We have become quite adept at obscuring the divine image in which we were created, but we cannot erase it.
In Advent, we stop to notice. We try to see God present in the people and in the events of our lives, in our
longings and our hopes. The bush that burns is an invitation to stop and to notice and to experience the miracle
that is the life that God has given us. Miracles surround us; burning bushes keep revealing the Lord’s work. We
can start anew.
But we need to stop and notice.
© Fr Edward W. Schmidt, S.J. America Magazine, 2018

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading Bar 5:1-9
Jerusalem – God will show you splendour.
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on
the beauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak of the
integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the glory of
the Eternal on your head: since God means to show your
splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God
gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace through integrity, and
honour through devotedness’. Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the
heights and turn your eyes to the east: see your sons
reassembled from west and east at the command of the Holy
One, jubilant that God has remembered them. Though they
left you on foot, with enemies for an escort, now God brings
them back to you like royal princes carried back in glory. For
God has decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the
everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the ground
level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God.
And the forests and every fragrant tree will provide shade for
Israel at the command of God; for God will guide Israel in
joy by the light of his glory with his mercy and integrity for
escort.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 125.
R. v.3 (R.) The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.
1.
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it
seemed like a dream. Then was our mouth filled with
laughter, on our lips there were songs. (R.)
2.
The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels the Lord
worked for them!’ What marvels the Lord worked for
us! Indeed we were glad. (R.)
3.
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in
dry land. Those who are sowing in tears will sing when
they reap. (R.)
4.
They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed for
the sowing: they come back, they come back, full of
song, carrying their sheaves. (R.)

recognise what is best. This will help you to become pure and
blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you
will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces
in us for the glory and praise of God.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 3:4. 6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all
people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!
Gospel Lk 3:1-6
All people shall see the salvation of God.
In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his
brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the
pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through
the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the
sayings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice cries in the wilderness;
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. Every
valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened and rough roads made
smooth. And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

Second Reading Phil 1:3-6. 8-11
Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the day of Christ.
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering
how you have helped to spread the Good News from the day
you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain
that the One who began this good work in you will see that it
is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows
how much I miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves
you. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase
more and more and never stop improving your knowledge
and deepening your perception so that you can always

JOEY’S KIDS
Children’s Liturgy on Sundays during 9.30am Mass at
Rosebery.

“Strive to preserve your heart in peace; let no event of this world disturb it.”
St John of the Cross

