Parish Matters
Parish Office Hours: Monday to Friday – 10am - 2pm
Office Phone: (02) 9663 5343
Secretary: Therese Poulton (Mon & Wed), Maria Awad (Tue, Thu & Fri)
Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018
Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012
roseberycatholic@gmail.com | www.roseberyparish.org
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W EEKEND M ASS T IMES
S T J OSEPH ’ S , R OSEBERY
Adoration 4.00pm—5.00pm
Benediction:
5.00pm
Saturday Vigil:
6.15pm
Sunday:
7.30am &
9.30am (Kids Children’s Liturgy)
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.15pm—6.00pm
24 Hour Adoration chapel.
Contact the office for the code.
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL,
WATERLOO
Saturday Rosary & Benediction 4.30pm
Saturday
10.00am
(First Saturday of the Month Mass)

Saturday Vigil
5.00pm
Sunday
9.00am
S T V INCENT DE P AUL , R EDFERN
Sunday
11.00am
W EEKDAY M ASSES
S T J OSEPH ’ S R OSEBERY
Monday 7.00am Communion Service
Tuesday to Thursday
7.00am
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL, WATERLOO
Tuesday
5.00pm (followed by Adoration)
Friday
9.00am (School Mass)
1st Saturday of Month
10.00am
S T V INCENT DE P AUL , R EDFERN
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am
Friday
8.00am

B APTISMS : by appointment
M ARRIAGES : by appointment with 6
months notice
Please contact the Parish Office.
Fr Gerard Woo Ling
Assistant Priest
Facebook: parishesofcitysouth
Instagram: @parishesofcitysouth

The Parishes of City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the traditional custodians, who
have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the
continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation of
this land.

Dear friends,
Throughout the year I have been listening and consulting as we plan for
the future of the Church in Rosebery, Redfern and Waterloo.
Earlier this year I unveiled a draft logo for our parishes. The logo has now
been finalised following further consultation with the community, the
Archdiocese and the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. I would like to share the
new logo with you.
The logo tells the story of our parishes:
§ The three small blue squares represent
the three parish communities. The large
green square represents our commitment
to reaching out in mission and
service. The three small squares
also symbolise the sails of a boat, with
our three parishes embarking on a voyage of promise and hope to bigger and
greener things. The squares are aligned in the form of a cross.
§ The Aboriginal cross is in recognition of the traditional owners of the land.
The little dots represent people coming from their own parishes, drawn
together into one unified faith community. At the centre is the orange circle
which represents Christ in the Eucharist. The Cross says Christ is leading this
voyage. He is always at the centre and is the beacon of light that leads the way
into unchartered territory.
§ To highlight our unity and commitment to working together we will be
known as the Catholic Community of City South.
You will also see in this week’s parish newsletter a summary of the
consultation feedback we have received over the past few months. Based on
this feedback, we are preparing a set of principles that will guide the future of
the City South Catholic Community. I will share these principles with you in
next week’s newsletter.

Fr Paul Smithers | Parish Priest |
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsmithers
After hours emergency contact 9698 2869

“Arise, soldiers of Christ, throw away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light”. St. Cecilia
PARISHES OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS
Those who are sick: Erica Angeles, James Smithers, Maria Cepus, and all the housebound.
Remembered in the Masses and names recorded at the Archdiocesan Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel:
During the month of November the names of the deceased are printed in the Book of Remembrance.
Birthdays: Maria Pineda (17 Nov.); Maria Parnis &amp; Grace Noviana (19 Nov.); Arty Sugiharso (20 Nov.); Karen Lupton
(21 Nov.); Vince Luce (23 Nov.)
Death Anniversaries: Josephine Nappa (23 Nov.)
Wedding Anniversaries: Monique & Glen Sommer (23 Nov.)
If you would like your name included in this section please email the parish office.
For Mass offerings, please use the envelopes available on the notice tables.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose,
near restful waters he leads me.

AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL 2020
Please continue to pray for the Plenary
Council. The first group is meeting at Rosebery in
the hall on Monday 19 November at 6.30pm. If
you have not filled in a form and wish to attend,
you are welcome to come along on the
night. Other Groups are as follows:
Redfern:

Sunday 25 November at 1pm
Thursday 29 November at 6.30pm

Waterloo:

Monday 26 November at 10am
Monday 26 November at 6.30pm
Sunday 2 December at 1pm

The next movie afternoon will be at
Rosebery on Sunday 25 November
1.30pm showing ‘Seabiscuit’ followed by
afternoon tea. Everyone is welcome.
Seabiscuit is a 2003 film based on the
novel Seabiscuit: An American Legend.
The true story recounts the life and racing
career of Seabiscuit, an undersized and
overlooked thoroughbred race horse whose
unexpected successes made him a hugely
popular sensation in the United States near
the end of the Great Depression.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS FOR SALE
We have a supply of Columban Calendars for Sale.
You can find them on tables in foyer of Church.
Please put $10 (if you can’t afford this put what you
can) into envelopes provided and place on either
collection plate.
Waterloo Rosters
5pm

Commentator

Readers

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

This

Steven Belcastro

Dave Douglas

Next

Melissa

Steven Belcastro

David Gallagher (Acolyte), Yvonne Smith,
Mark Blackman

Louise Zavone

Overhead Projector
9.00am

This

Virginia Peloe

Next

Samuel Harianto

Overhead Projector
Cleaners

Melissa, Wendy
Marilyn Munday
Sabby Gonzaga, Salome Li, Nghia Nguyen
Virginia Peloe
Marilyn Munday, Samuel Harianto

1

Julie Keyes, Gaye Carey

Love, Truth and Beauty
Over the past few months, I’ve been working with our Community to better understand your needs and aspirations for the
united City South Catholic Community. We’ve held a focus group with City South’s Parish Renewal and Development
Committee, and received 75 completed surveys from Rosebery, Waterloo and Redfern parishioners. Many of you also
participated in our Love, Truth and Beauty Photography Series by sharing your images via email or on social media.
As we continue on our journey toward a united faith community, I’d like to invite you to further consider the concepts of Love,
Truth and Beauty. It is these three key tenets of the Catholic faith that will underpin the vision for City South.
Many of you have already shared your thoughts on these three tenets of faith. Your feedback has highlighted the many ways you
experience Love, Truth and Beauty, and the ways that you would like to see these tenets expressed in the future.
The summary below captures feedback received over the past few months. I encourage you all to read this summary to better
understand what Love, Truth and Beauty means to your fellow parishioners. It may also prompt you to think about what these
tenets of faith mean to you.

Love
Our parishioners see love in relationships. This includes our connections with other parishioners, our priests, the broader
community and with God. We also see love in the celebration of the liturgy and Sacraments. We associate love with actions, such
as helping, caring and giving. For us, love is experienced in our parish communities and the way we express our faith – whether
that be through joyful celebration or quiet reflection.
In the future, we would like to see love expressed through a strengthened sense of community – building on the great
community atmosphere that currently exists within the parishes. Events and opportunities to increase love and our connections
to one another and those outside our immediate community were suggested.

Truth
From the feedback our parishioners see the truth of our faith lived out in our actions and the way we speak to one another and
God. We know that the truth of the Gospel is revealed through scripture and Tradition. It is this truth that is experienced
through Mass, and communicated in the liturgy and via sermons. We associate truth with words like ‘honesty’ and ‘clarity’, and
value the importance of being true in our words and actions.
When thinking about the future, honest and transparent communications within the faith community is seen as an important
expression of truth. We also value the importance of creating opportunities to engage with the Gospel.

Beauty
We see beauty all around us – from nature to social justice actions to the flowers and music in our churches. We also see beauty in
the caring and welcoming atmosphere of our faith community. Many of us see beauty in our faith – from the beauty of the
Sacraments to the beauty of physical spaces within which we worship.
We see opportunities to grow the beauty that surrounds us. This could be through more outreach opportunities, different and
more creative ways to express ourselves at Mass, or improvements to the physical spaces used by our parish communities.

Based on the feedback received, we are preparing a set of principles which will guide the future of the City South Catholic
Community. Next week, I will share these principles with you and encourage you to provide your thoughts on how we can work
together to put them into action.
I would like to thank you for your continued support and look forward to the next steps on our journey toward a united faith
community.
Note: A summary of key findings from the survey is also included as an insert to this newsletter. There are some interesting
findings, so I encourage you all to have a look.
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR
The World Day of the Poor will be celebrated this year on November 18.
“The Holy Father notes that there are many different forms of poverty and he asks us to consider ‘Who are the poor?’,” Bishop
Brady said.
“He describes how we only recognise the voice of the poor in silence and then, having listened, we must answer. Our response, he suggests, calls for a ‘loving attentiveness which honours the person … and seeks out his/her best interests’.” Pope
Francis inaugurated the World Day of the Poor at the end of the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 2016. The Pope’s 2018 message was
signed on the feast day of St Anthony of Padua (June 13), the patron of the poor.
Pope Francis said: “The World Day of the Poor wishes to be a small answer that the Church throughout the world gives to the
poor of every kind and in every land, lest they think that their cry has gone unheard.
“Often I am afraid that many initiatives, by themselves meritorious and necessary, are intended more to please those who undertake them than to really acknowledge the cry of the poor.
“We are so entrapped in a culture which obliges us to look in the mirror and to pamper ourselves that we believe that a gesture
of altruism is sufficient without compromising ourselves directly.”
Pope Francis explained poverty “is not brought on by itself, but is caused by selfishness, pride, greed and injustice”.
“Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an instrument of God for the liberation and promotion of the
poor, and for enabling them to be fully a part of society,” he said.

What We Heard
City South Parishioner Survey Summary
Understanding the needs and aspirations of the Rosebery, Waterloo and Redfern parishioners is the first step toward
realising the vision for City South. In September, a survey was made available to parishioners in hardcopy and online via the
Survey Monkey platform. The survey was open for a period of three weeks from 9 September to the 30 September 2018, and
included a mix of open ended and multiple choice questions.

75 surveys completed

48 hardcopy surveys
27 online surveys

Many survey respondents value the strong sense of community which already exists, noting that it is one of the best things
about their parish. Respondents highlighted how much they appreciate their connection with parishioners and priests in their
parish. It was acknowledged that there is an opportunity to strengthen this sense of community and reach out to those in need.
Respondents also acknowledged the importance of their Christian faith, describing the ways they express this faith in the
celebration of Mass and the Sacraments, as well as through acts of charity and kindness.

“We live in a global world and yet this is an oasis of small town village community. Everyone knows
everyone and is willing to chip in.”
Survey Respondent

What does Love, Truth and Beauty mean to you?
While it is envisioned that City South will be a Catholic Community of Love, Truth and Beauty, these tenets of faith mean different
things to different people.
Parishioners see love in the community and their relationships with each other through acts like helping,
sharing and caring. Parishioners hope to further realise love in the Catholic Community of City South
through activities that promote connectedness, inviting new groups into the parish and engaging in more
service and outreach initiatives.
Parishioners see truth in God’s Word experienced through the Gospel, liturgies and teachings as well as
our actions. Parishioners want to further express and experience truth by encouraging a culture of
transparency and honesty in their parish community.
Parishioners generally see beauty in the physical and spiritual aspects of their faith, from the flowers
displayed in the church to people’s ability to accept one another regardless of their differences.
Parishioners hope to see beauty in the future through keeping their spaces of worship clean and
promoting collaboration between different groups.

How do we currently participate in our faith community?

60%
43%

of survey respondents attend Mass once a week.

96%

of survey respondents currently participate in their parish by attending Mass, while 65% participate by
supporting the parish financially and 44% participate by sharing their faith with others (Note:
respondents could select multiple ways they participate in the parish).

of survey respondents have been with their parish for 20+ years while only 5% have been with their
parish for less than a year.

Are we currently meeting the needs of our parishioners and the broader community?

74%

of survey respondents strongly agreed or agreed that their parish/parish community currently meets
their needs. While parishioners enjoy the structure of mass and the quality of the sermons, it was
suggested that there is an opportunity to explore different ways of expressing our faith in the Mass.

When asked whether your parish has ministries and activities which meet the needs of different parishioner groups, the following
responses were provided (note: n= number of respondents):

When asked what would encourage you to attend Mass more often or participate more fully in the local faith community, 50%
selected ‘a stronger sense of community/ more opportunities to get to know other parishioners’. ‘More or different social events
and activities’ (34%) and ‘opportunities to include/welcome non-practicing Catholics and people of other faiths’ (34%) were also
popular answers.
When asked whether your parish reaches out to, and welcomes, different groups, parishioners provided the following responses
(note: n= number of respondents):

What do you want the future Catholic Community of City South to look like?
✓

Parishioners are keen to see faith programs (57%), Catholic aged care facilities (52%) and adult education programs (49%)
in the future City South area

✓

Parishioners would like a café (54%), community meeting spaces (52%) and a 24 hour chapel (45%)

✓

Majority (58%) felt that it was important to have a range of Catholic schools in the area

✓

Over half (59%) of parishioners who responded to the survey felt that ‘word of mouth’ was a good way to reach out to
those outside of the local faith community. ‘Distribute information to the community’ (45%), ‘collaborate more closely with
local community groups’ (40%) and ‘hold a Parish Open Day’ (38%) were also popular answers

✓

Moving forward, parishioners would like us to hear from us via announcements at Mass (79%) and the Parish News (60%)

Thank you to all those who took the time to complete the parishioner survey. Your feedback is currently being used to create a set
of principles which will guide the future of the Catholic Community of City South.

“Virtues are formed by prayer. Prayer preserves temperance. Prayer suppresses anger. Prayer prevents emotions of pride and envy.
Prayer draws into the soul the Holy Spirit, and raises man to Heaven”. -- St. Ephraem

Parish Stewardship

CHRISTMAS 2018

(electronic transfers only):
Thank you for your contributions towards our Parishes.
Rosebery
Account Name: Rosebery Parish Church Account
BSB: 062 784 | Account No.: 053 750 02
Redfern
Account name: Redfern Parish Church Account
BSB: 062 784 | Account No.: 208 450 00
Waterloo
Account name: Waterloo Parish Church Account
BSB: 062 784 | Account No.: 062 750 01

Vigil Monday 24 December
5.00pm - Rosebery (music covered)
6.00pm - Redfern (music covered)
7.00pm - Rosebery
8.00pm - Waterloo (music covered)

Tuesday 25 December
Midnight - Rosebery
9.30am - Rosebery
10.00am - Waterloo

We now have Credit Card facilities. Please contact the
Parish Office for an Authority Form. Your nominated
amount will be debited monthly from your card.

More details soon… Fr Paul
RESOURCE FOR READERS AT MASS

SAVE THE DATE Catholic Community of City South Christmas Party Saturday 15 December
after 6.15pm Mass in the Rosebery Hall.
More details in the next few weeks.

I invite all readers to take a
complementary copy of ‘Break
Open the Word’ a resource for
readers. This book is a good
resource for readers in their
preparation to proclaim the
Word of God at Mass. It also
provides a short commentary
and pronunciation guide.

CHRISTMAS CARDS SALE
The St. Vincent de Paul Society 2018 Christmas cards are now
on sale on the table on the verandah at the back of the
church. Cards are being sold for $5.00 per pack of 10
cards. Please place all monies in the regular Catholic Weekly
wall-slot, under the parish notice board.

JOEY’S KIDS
Kids Children’s Liturgy on Sundays during 9.30am Mass
at Rosebery.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION CONCERT
On Friday 14 December, St Mary’s Cathedral will celebrate
with carols for the annual, and much anticipated A Choral
Christmas Celebration concert. There will be two performances at
11am & 7pm with tickets starting from $20. Visit
www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc for more information.
Rosebery Rosters

6.15pm

7:30am
9:30am
Counters

APPOINTMENT OF SR ROSEMARY MITCHELL RSJ

After consultation with the Sisters of St Joseph I am happy
to announce Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ will be joining the
Catholic Community of City South pastoral team next year.
Sr Rosemary’s role is to support me in the area of pastoral
care. I welcome and thank Sr Rosemary and the Sisters of
St Joseph for their generosity.
Fr Paul

Readers

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

This

Grainne N. & Aruna L.

Therese P. & Rosemary C.

Next

Therese P. & Helen W.

Pam & Gina D.P.

This

Michael B. & Ben M.

John S.

Next

Patricia M. & Melissa S.

Kath A.

This

Pillar & Nancy P.

Lisa S. & Pilar P.

Next

Maria M. & Jennifer M.

Nancy & Pilar P.

This

D. Tolliver, M. Cunney, C. O'Brien

Next

T. Ellery, E. Di Cristo, P. DiCristo,

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading Dn 12:1-3
When that time comes your own people will be spared.
‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince who
mounts guard over your people. There is going to be a time
of great distress, unparalleled since nations first came into
existence. When that time comes, your own people will be
spared, all those whose names are found written in the Book.
Of those who lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many will
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and
everlasting disgrace. The learned will shine as brightly as the
vault of heaven, and those who have instructed many in
virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.’

the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory; then too he will send the angels to gather his chosen
from the four winds, from the ends of the world to the ends
of heaven. ‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs
grow supple and its leaves come out, you know that summer
is near. So with you, when you see these things happening:
know that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you solemnly,
before this generation has passed away all these things will
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away. ‘But as for that day or hour,
nobody knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son;
no one but the Father.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 15:5. 8-11.
R.v.1 (R.) Keep me safe, O God: you are my hope.
1.
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; it is you
yourself who are my prize. I keep the Lord ever in my
sight: since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.
(R.)
2.
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my
body shall rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul
among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)
3.
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in
your presence, at your right hand happiness forever.
(R.)

Second Reading Heb 10:11-14, 18
By a single offering he has achieved the eternal perfection of those who are
sanctified.
All the priests stand at their duties every day, offering over
and over again the same sacrifices which are quite incapable
of taking sins away. Christ, on the other hand, has offered
one single sacrifice for sins, and then taken his place for ever,
at the right hand of God, where he is now waiting until his
enemies are made into a footstool for him. By virtue of that
one single offering, he has achieved the eternal perfection of
all whom he is sanctifying. When all sins have been forgiven,
there can be no more sin offerings.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 21:36
Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful, and pray constantly, that you may be
worthy to stand before the Son of Man.
Alleluia!
Gospel Mk 13:24-32
He shall gather his elect from the four winds.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the time of
distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon will lose its
brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

In today’s Gospel, Jesus continues this teaching by
offering his disciples signs to look for that will
indicate that the coming of the Son of Man is near.
His words and images draw upon Old Testament
imagery, especially images found in the Book of
Daniel. Next, Jesus offers the lesson of the fig tree, a
parable that teaches that if one knows how to read
the signs, one can be prepared for the end times.
Jesus also teaches, however, that no one knows when
the end time will come, except the Father. In the
verses that follow this reading in Mark’s Gospel,
Jesus continues to warn his disciples to be on watch
for this end time.

Jesus’ words are not spoken to frighten his disciples,
nor should they frighten us. Rather, they are offered
to prepare us for the changes we will experience
during our lifetimes and at the end times. Our
consolation and hope is found in the lasting nature of
Jesus’ words and God’s never-ending love for us.

“Enrich your soul in the great goodness of God: The Father is your table, the Son is your food, and the Holy Spirit waits on you
and then makes His dwelling in you”. - St. Catherine of Siena

