
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
This Sunday’s Gospel tells the story of the transfiguration. Peter, James and 
John go up Mount Tabor and experience the glory and beauty of God. Peter 
wants to stay on the mountain after experience the beauty of the divine. You 
can’t blame him! Yet the mountain, like the desert are not places you stay, you 
only visit them. As Peter exclaims: “It is good for us to be here”. To be in the 
presence of God encourages us, challenges us, nourishes us to go and be good 
news to others as we come down from the mountain.  
 
Each time we gather to celebrate Mass it is as if we have climbed the 
‘mountain’ to be in God’s presence.  One beautiful symbol of the presence of 
Jesus among us is the altar. The altar is a symbol of Christ. The altar is the 
place where bread and wine and transformed into the body and blood of 
Christ. The altar is a symbol of the empty tomb, that proclaims the living 
presence of Christ. It is around the altar that we gather and realise our 
common fellowship.  
 

 
 
Fr Gerard and I have been meeting with our local catholic high schools with 
the aim to continue the marvellous links Fr Greg established. It is very 
important, despite many challenges, that parishes and schools work together 
in our common mission of evangelisation.   
 
Fr Gerard and I also met with the leaders of the youth group last week. As a 
result of the meeting Fr Gerard will work closely with the youth leaders in 
establishing a program for the coming year.  
 

God bless,  

 
Fr Paul Smithers  

The Church can be Church only as long as it goes on being the Body of 
Christ.  Its mission will be authentic only so long as it is the mission of Jesus 
in the new situations, the new circumstances of history.  The criterion that 
will guide the church will be neither the approval of, nor the fear of, men 

and women, no matter how powerful or threatening they may be.  It is the 
Church’s duty in history to lend its voice to Christ so that She may speak, its 

feet so that She may walk today’s world, its hands to build the reign of 
God, and to offer all its members to make up all that has still to be 

undergone by Christ. (Col. 1:24).  
Archbishop Oscar Romero  
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES: 
ST JOSEPH’S, ROSEBERY: 

Sat. 6pm ; Sun. 7:30am 
Sun. 9:30am  
           (includes Kids Liturgy) 

OLMC, WATERLOO: 
Sat. 5pm ; Sun. 8am & 10am 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL, REDFERN: 
Sat. 6pm ; Sun. 10am 

 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: 
ST JOSEPH’S, ROSEBERY: 

Mon. 7am –  
      Communion  Service 
Tues. – Fri. 7am Mass 

OLMC, WATERLOO: 
Tues. 5pm ; Wed. 8am 
Thurs. 8:30am;  Fri. 9am 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL, REDFERN: 
Tues. 5pm ; Wed–Thurs 9am 
Fri – 8am 

 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT at Rosebery Church  
 Sat. 3:30pm - 5:30pm INCLUDINGi 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Sat. 4pm - 5pm 

____________________________________________ 
 

Baptisms & Weddings   
By appointment    

Please contact the Parish Office. 
 
 

 

OTHER CONTACT DETAILS: 
OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 

OLMC School: (02) 9699 1407 
4 Kellick St, Waterloo, 2017 
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LENTEN GROUPS             STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
ROSEBERY: 7 pm Wed.        REDFERN:   5 pm Tues.             REDFERN: 7pm Fridays  
 
 
 
  
 
 

The next SOCIAL  
MOVIE AFTERNOON  
is  Sunday March 4  
at 1.30 pm in the  
Rosebery Parish Hall,  
followed by a shared  
afternoon tea.   
All welcome  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our Sick: We pray for our parishioners who are unwell at this time. If your loved ones are in hospital or 
seriously ill, please contact the Parish Office. Sick: Br. Joseph Killoran, Frank Balbi 
Birthdays:  Catherine Downs (24 Feb)    Rosemary Cooley (25 Feb) Emma Casolin & Mari Aguilar (26 
Feb)     Jason Borg & Mia Aditya  (27 Feb)  Fa Pettybourne (28 Feb)   Sarah Fonti & Dean Bornor (2 Mar) 
Wedding Anniversary:   Usha and Zach Marrett (26 Feb) 
Recently Baptised: Congratulations to Renae and Andrew Usher on the 
commitment to have their son Max baptised and Congratulations to 
Michelle and Damien Ramos on the commitment to have their son Enrique 
baptised this weekend.  May God bless your families always and help you as 
you raise your child in the Catholic faith. 
Death Anniversary:  Jane Farrugia (24 Feb) Alicia Kloe (25 Feb) Pedro 
Martinez (29 Feb) 
Remembered in Masses (RIP): Lina Beghetto, Joseph & Rose Lia, Joseph Mizzi, 
Bonello family, Therese & Alfred Scerri, Arthur & Janice Gray, Ethel & George Gray, Arthur & 
Rose Dennett, Isabel Fenech, Margaret & Joseph Fenech, Reg, Bryan & Beryl Buist, Lawrie 
Beach, Shirley Turner, Sr. Patricia Wilkinson, Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins, Bill, Muriel &Marc 
Wickert, Amparo Nocera, Mrs Squires. Carmen Bonello, Mary Anne Tomarchio. 
       
For mass offerings, please use the envelopes available on the notice tables.   

NEEDED:  Unwanted UKELELES 
to go to East Timor.  Please 
phone Clare on 9660-3924 

   
     

      
     

   
      

   
      

     
    

COLES SPORTS FOR 
SCHOOLS VOUCHERS: If you 
have no other School to 
collect them for, please 
consider collecting them 
and bringing into the 
Church.  Any vouchers we 
get will be given to, Mt 
Carmel, Waterloo school. 

MASS CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Thank you for your contributions 
towards our Parish. You can also 

contribute via weekly envelopes or 
electronic transfer:  

Our bank details are:   
Account Name:  

Rosebery Parish Church Account   
BSB: 062 784   

Account No.: 537 5002 

EASTER CHOIR:  
Thursday at 7pm for 

Rosebery Choir 
Rehearsals. All welcome. 
Singing for Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday and Easter 
Weekend masses. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  Oh you my heart has spoken;  Seek his face.  It 
is your face, O Lord, that I seek;  hide not your face from me. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him  
 

HANDYMAN REQUEST:  To improve the safety of 
parishioners attending mass, especially our children, we 
want to paint a “pedestrian crossing” between the 
Church ramp and the Hall undercover area.  If you, or 
someone you know, can offer to do this, please see the 
priest after mass or call the Parish Office.   Thank you. 
 
 

WALK THE LENTEN JOURNEY on your mobile phones.  The xt3 
Lent Calendar 2018 App is available for download.  Each day 
of Lent until Divine Mercy Sunday, there will be a new video, 
meditation or podcast to help you prayerfully journey 
thorough Lent. 
 
 

Short-term foster carers urgently 
needed.  Learn more about this at the 
CatholicCare free open evening on 1st 
March at 6pm at Lewisham.  Call 13 18 

19 to find out more. 
 

PRAYERS: Please keep in your prayers those 
in Tonga and across the Pacific whose lives 
have been devastated by Cyclone Gita. Caritas 
Australia have launched an emergency 
campaign to help those effected. You can 
donate and find out more information by 
dialling 1800 024 413  

 



      

 
Second Sunday of Lent 

25th February 2018 
Rattanak is a skilled young barber, living an independent life in rural Cambodia. But it 
wasn’t always that way. As a child he contracted polio and also became deaf. Like many 
people who are deaf or hard of hearing, Rattanak faced isolation, with a lack of 
opportunity to escape poverty. After joining the Deaf Development Program run by 
Caritas Australia’s partner, Maryknoll Cambodia, his life was transformed and he is now 
supporting himself, his wife and baby. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help deaf youth in Cambodia to build a 
just future, and live in communities that uphold everyone’s dignity.  

A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Parish boxes and 
envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

 

Rosebery Rosters Readers Eucharistic Ministers 
6pm This Helen W/ Bianca R Aruna L/ Therese P. 

Next Daphne S./ Rosemary C. Pam D./ Gina D. 
7:30am This Ben M./ Melissa S.. John Sciberras 

Next John S./ Michael B. Kath Atkins 
9:30am This Pilar P./ Nancy P. Joan Buist 

Next Joan B./ Michelle C. Lisa Steel 
Counters This T. Ellery, E. Di Cristo, P. Di Cristo, J Buist 

Next T. McDonald, G Elliott, T Lumibao, J Buist 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019 INFORMATION NIGHT 
The next World Youth Day will be held in Panama in 
January 2019. If you are interested in knowing more 
there is an information evening next week. Date: 
Wednesday, February 28 2018. 6:30pm – 8.00pm 
Venue: St. Paul of the Cross, Dulwich Hill 
532 New Canterbury Rd, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203 
 

INVITATION TO CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND 
PARISHIONERS:  Clergy, religious and parishioners are 
invited to join Archbishop Anthony Fisher, OP and his 
auxiliary bishops in their Prayers of Forgiveness and 
Reparation for all people who have been affected, 
directly or indirectly, by abuse within the 
Church.  Survivors of abuse who feel able to attend this 
liturgy are warmly welcome. 
 The prayers, centered around the Sorrowful Mysteries 
of the Rosary, will be in St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney at 
6.30 pm on Friday March 2nd, which is an Ember Day of 
prayer and fasting throughout Australia. 

 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


First Reading   Gn 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham,’ he called.’ Here I am’ he replied. 
‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a 
burnt offering, on a mountain I will point out 
to you.’

When they arrived at the place God had 
pointed out to him, Abraham built an altar 
there, and arranged the wood. Then he 
bound his son Isaac and put him on the altar 
on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out 
his hand and seized the knife to kill his son.

But the angel of the Lord called to him 
from heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. 
‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your 
hand against the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do 
not harm him, for now I know you fear God. 
You have not refused me your son, your only 
son.’ Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram 
caught by its horns in a bush. Abraham took 
the ram and offered it as a burnt offering in 
place of his son.

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a 
second time from heaven. ‘I swear by my 
own self – it is the Lord who speaks – 
because you have done this, because you 
have not refused me your son, your only 
son, I will shower blessings on you, I will 
make your descendants as many as the 
stars of heaven and the grains of sand on 
the seashore. Your descendants shall gain 
possession of the gates of your enemies. 
All the nations of the earth shall bless 
themselves by your descendants, as a 
reward for your obedience.’

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 115:10. 15-19. R. 114:9

(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord
 in the land of the living.

1. I trusted, even when I said:
	 ‘I	am	sorely	afflicted.’
 O precious in the eyes of the Lord
 is the death of his faithful. (R.)

2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
 you have loosened my bonds.
	 A	thanksgiving	sacrifice	I	make:
 I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)

3.	 My	vows	to	the	Lord	I	will	fulfil
 before all his people,
 in the courts of the house of the Lord,
 in your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.)

Second Reading   Rom 8:31-34
God did not spare his own Son.

With God on our side who can be against 
us? Since God did not spare his own Son, 
but	gave	him	up	 to	benefit	us	all,	we	may	
be certain, after such a gift, that he will not 
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone 
accuse those that God has chosen? When 
God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could 
Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us – 
he rose from the dead, and there at God’s 
right hand he stands and pleads for us.

Gospel Acclamation   Mt 17:5

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

From the shining cloud, the Father’s 
voice is heard:

this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus 

Christ!

Gospel   Mk 9:2-10
This is my Son, the beloved; listen to him.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and 
John and led them up a high mountain 
where they could be alone by themselves. 
There	in	their	presence	he	was	transfigured:	
his clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter 
than any earthly bleacher could make 
them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses; 
and they were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is 
wonderful for us to be here; so let us make 
three tents, one for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; 
they were so frightened. And a cloud came, 
covering them in shadow; and there came 
a voice from the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then suddenly, 
when they looked round, they saw no one 
with them any more but only Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain he 
warned them to tell no one what they had 
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen 
from the dead. They observed the warning 
faithfully, though among themselves they 
discussed what ‘rising from the dead’ could 
mean.

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for 
the Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). 
All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, 
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. 
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

Second Sunday of Lent, Year B 25 February 2018

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
St Thomas Aquinas famously said:
‘If only my soul is saved, I am not
saved.’ And yet many Christians do
think that our ultimate goal is, by
the grace of God, to end up as
souls in Heaven.
No, I am a human being, bodysoul.
If I am to be saved, then this
stardust, this fraction of material
creation, this earthling, needs to be
immersed into Divine energy and
light.
The Transfiguration of Jesus Christ,
especially as recounted in the
other gospels, shows what
happens when human nature is in
total communion with God. Every
molecule of his body was evidently
pulsing with Divine energy and
light. The amazing truth is that God
ardently desires that each one of
us should share in the transfigured
life of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
For this to occur, we must play our
part, accepting that Jesus of
Nazareth is indeed the Beloved
Son of God, listen to him, and put
into practice what we hear.
We could take a moment to pray
that after the “repose of the soul”
after death, we may participate as
bodysouls in the transfigured
humanity of the Risen Lord.

mtate@bigpond.com
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S          t Polycarp was converted to Christianity 

by St John the Apostle and became an 

important leader throughout western Asia 

Minor as the Bishop of Smyrna. Polycarp was 

eventually betrayed by a servant who had him 

arrested. He was urged to denounce his religion 

and to curse Christ, to which he replied, “I have 

served him for eighty six years and he has done 

me no wrong.” He was ordered to be burnt 

alive, and it is said that he offered a prayer of 
praise and glory to God and the flames did not 
harm him. 
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