
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
		

	
 

Christmas Letter from Fr Paul: 
Happy	Nativity	2017!	
	

The	liturgical	name	for	Christmas	is	the	Feast	of	the	Nativity.	Unlike	the	word	
‘Christmas’,	 the	word	 ‘nativity’	 has	 not	 been	hijacked	by	 the	 secular	world.	
Nativity	is	still	a	specifically	Christian	word	with	a	Christian	meaning.		
	

The	 nativity	 tells	 us	 a	 story.	 It	 talks	 about	 journey,	 relationship,	 love,	
misunderstanding,	 acceptance,	 joy,	 surprise,	wonder	and	 so	much	more.	 	 It	
reflects	our	own	experience	of	life,	of	birth,	of	what	it	means	to	be	human	and	
indeed	that	God	comes	to	us	sometimes	in	the	most	surprising	of	situations.	
The	Nativity	journey	is	reflected	in	the	Advent	and	Christmas	prefaces	of	the	
Mass.	Here	we	gain	a	liturgical	and	prayerful	insight	into	this	journey	that	we	
all	take.	The	Preface	of	Advent	II	calls	to	mind	those	people	who	are	involved	
in	the	Nativity	story.		
	

For	all	the	oracles	of	the	prophets	foretold	him,		
the	Virgin	Mother	longed	for	him	with	love	beyond	all	telling,		
John	the	Baptist	sang	of	his	coming		
and	proclaimed	his	presence	when	he	came.	

	
The	Gospel	for	Christmas	morning	recalls	that	the	birth	of	Jesus	involved	angels	
and	shepherds	and	what	the	shepherds	found	was	a	most	ordinary	scene	with	
an	extraordinary	twist.	So,	they	hurried	away	and	found	Mary	and	Joseph,	and	
the	baby	lying	in	the	manger.	(Luke	2:16)	And	the	angels	sang	Glory	to	God	in	
the	highest	heaven.		
	

The	 story	 of	 course	 leads	 us	 to	 the	 Person	 of	 Christ.	 Nativity	 is	 about	 God	
becoming	man.	 Jesus	Christ	who	 is	 the	one	who	saves	us	and	enables	us	 to	
once	again	know	that	we	are	sharers	in	God’s	divinity.	This	leads	the	Christmas	
Prefaces	to	focus	on	Christ	who	is	a	new	light	of	God’s	glory	which	has	shone	
upon	the	eyes	of	our	mind.		
	

May	God	give	us	the	grace	we	need	to	be	a	witness	to	this	Light.		
	
I	wish	you	a	Happy	Nativity!!	

	 	
Fr	Paul	Smithers 
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WEEKEND	MASS	TIMES:	

ST	JOSEPH’S,	ROSEBERY:	
Saturday	6pm		
Sunday	7:30am	
Sunday	9:30am	with	Kids	Liturgy	
	

OLMC,	WATERLOO:	
Saturday	5pm		
Sunday	8am	&	10am	
	

ST	VINCENT	DE	PAUL,	REDFERN:	
Saturday	6pm		
Sunday	10am	

	
	

WEEKDAY	MASS	TIMES:	
No	masses	on	26/12.	Resumes	Wed	27/12	

	
ST	JOSEPH’S,	ROSEBERY:	

Monday	7am	Communion	Service	
Tuesday	–	Friday	7am	
	

OLMC,	WATERLOO:	
Tuesday	5pm		
Wednesday	8am	
Thursday	8:30am	
Friday	9am	

	
ST	VINCENT	DE	PAUL,	REDFERN:	

Tuesday	5pm		
Wednesday	-	Friday	9am	

	
	

Baptisms	&	Weddings	
By	appointment	

Please	contact	the	Parish	Office.	
	
	

	

OTHER	CONTACT	DETAILS:	
OLSH	Sisters:	9663	4211	

OLMC	School:	(02)	9631	8442	
4	Bennett	St,	Waterloo	

	

Thank	you	to	Mitchell	&	Partners	Accountants	and	One	Agency	Property	Group	for	sponsoring	the	printing	of	this	bulletin.		

THE CATHOLIC 
PARISHES OF 
CITY SOUTH		

of	
St	Joseph’s,	Rosebery	

OLMC,	Waterloo		
St	Vincent	de	Paul,	Redfern 

Thank	you	to	all	the	Volunteers	who	donate	
so	much	of	their	time	to	support	the	
Parishes	of	Rosebery	&	Redfern.		

	

Thank	you	also	to	Ken	Wallis	from	Seasonal	
Concepts	(122	Redfern	Street)	for	donating	

flowers	for	St	Vincent's	Church. 



First Reading   Is 9:1-7
A son is given to us.

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing the 

spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt
and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts  

will do this.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 95:1-3. 11-13   R. Lk 2:11

(R.)     Today is born our Saviour,  
   Christ the Lord.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
 sing to the Lord all the earth.
 O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)

2. Proclaim his help day by day,
 tell among the nations his glory
 and his wonders among all  

the peoples. (R.)

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth  
be glad,

 let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
 let the land and all it bears rejoice,
 all the trees of the wood shout for joy
 at the presence of the Lord  

for he comes,
 he comes to rule the earth. (R.)

4. With justice he will rule the world,
 he will judge the peoples with  

his truth (R.)

Second Reading   Ti 2:11-14
God’s grace has been revealed to all people.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made 
salvation possible for the whole human race and 
taught us that what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, and all our 
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained 
and live good and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are waiting in hope for 
the blessing which will come with the Appearing 
of the glory of our great God and saviour Christ 
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to 
set us free from all wickedness and to purify 
a people so that it could be his very own and 
would have no ambition except to do good.

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 2:10-11

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all  

the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ  

the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 2:1-14
Today a saviour has been born for you.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of 
the whole world to be taken. This census – the 
first – took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be 
registered. So Joseph set out from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, 
to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he 
was of David’s House and line, in order to be 
registered together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they were there the 
time came for her to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for them at the inn. 
In the countryside close by there were shepherds 
who lived in the fields and took it in turns to 
watch their flocks during the night. The angel 
of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of 
the Lord shone round them. They were terrified, 
but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen,  
I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared 
by the whole people. Today in the town of David 
a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was 
a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God 
and singing:

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’
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All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, 
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. 
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
The glory of God and profound
peace reaching out to embrace the
whole of humanity are dynamically
related in the baby in the manger.
This is the song of the angels, and
it is our privilege to join in that
song at this Christmas Mass.
Every baby is a promise of a new
future which fills one with hope.
But this baby is unique. This Jewish
boy baby is the body language of
God. This baby is the sonburst of
God entering our dark world. This
baby shows us that God is not
impossibly remote but, rather, God
is as intimately close as a
vulnerable infant.
And this baby fulfils all the yearning
of the human heart. We want to
love to the utmost. We want to be
loved to the utmost. This baby
enables both because he is without
any finite boundaries or restraints:
He is in-finite love reaching out to
us.
Can we grasp all this? Probably
not. So, like the little lambs
nuzzling up to the manger, we just
follow some deep intuition which
says: ‘I must kneel in adoration, it
is good to be here.’ We could
pause for a moment to pray for the
resolve to do our bit to echo the
angel’s message: ‘I bring you good
news of great joy to be shared by
all peoples.’

mtate@bigpond.com


