
Entrance Antiphon: O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come 
to save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice 
heard in the joy of your heart.  
 
Communion Antiphon: Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which  comes to you from God.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our sick: June Lupton, Geoff Shalala, Alexandre Branco, Leonor 
Flores, Lina Beghetto, Therese Grima, Therese Mullaney, Fay 
Sommers, Frank Evans, Mary Cunney, Joao Merchado, Richard 
Hannigan, Bernadette Farrugia, Maureen McLoughlin, Gavin 
Abbey, Audrey McDonnell, Steve Estrada and Jacqueline Vella.  
 
Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish who 
have been taken up into the arms of our loving Father.  
 
Recently Deceased: Joanne Farrugia, Lenny Pinto & Sally Coffey 
 
Birthdays: Mitchell Borg (5 December), Pili T Harjanto,  
Chris Nonis (7 December), Nicholas Sangha (8 December)  
 
Death Anniversary:  Ester Lopez &  Elizabeth Borner (10 Dec). 

THANK YOU to Fr Peter Guy, msc for filling in this weekend while Fr 
Greg and some of our JOEYs Youth Leaders are at the Catholic 
Youth Festival in Adelaide.  
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WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 7:30am 
Sunday 9:30am (Family Mass with 

JOEYs Kids) 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Monday: Communion Service 

Tuesday - Friday: Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 
To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick and elderly: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
             Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA:   Parish Office  
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 9313 7099  
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  

 

OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
5pm - Christmas Eve Children's Mass (for ages 3-10) 
(Refer to noticeboard for Nativity play sign-up sheet) 

7pm - Christmas Eve Vigil (led by Joey's Teenagers) 

12am - Christmas (Midnight) Mass 

9:30am - Christmas Day Mass
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PARISH  
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Next Saturday, 12th December - 7pm 
Please bring a salad or dessert to share.

ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers

6PM
This R Cooley/D Silveira A Lobo/G Di Cristo

Next G Norton/H Walker D Tolliver, P Di Cristo

7:30AM
This K Atkins/J Sciberras J Sciberras

Next M Burns/D Matheson D Matheson

9:30AM
This J Buist/J Maher L Steel

Next M Machado/L Steel J Buist

Counters
This T McDonald, G Elliott, T Lumibao

Next N Paredes,  P Paredes, L Garcia, J Buist

MASS COLLECTIONS: Thank you for your 
contributions. We really need them to 

cover our costs. 
 

Our bank details are: 
Account: Rosebery Parish Church 

Account  
BSB: 062 784  Account No.: 537 

5002 

Last weeks collections: 
1st - $729.35           2nd - $963.50 

Direct Deposit - $30.00  
Candle money - $387.75 

JUBILEE OF MERCY: Pope Francis has declared this next year (from Tue, Dec 8) to have a 
particular focus on Divine Mercy. We will also explore this theme throughout the year. 
At the start of this Holy Year, Pope Francis will open the Holy Door of St Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome.  On our notice tables is a short letter about the significance of the Holy Door. 

“I am confident that the whole Church, which is in such need of mercy for we are 
sinners, will be able to find in this Jubilee the joy of rediscovering and rendering 

fruitful God's mercy, with which we are all called to give comfort to every man 
and every woman of our time. Do not forget that God forgives all, and 

God forgives always”   – Pope Francis	

THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
will be conducted in the parish after all Masses  

THIS WEEKEND. Cash 
donations towards this appeal 
will be gratefully received by 

the Society and are tax 
deductible. The Society 

thanks you all for your past 
support. 

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH: The Archdiocese has put 
out a flyer detailing parish collections. It outlines the 
challenge of sustaining and growing parishes, like 
here in Rosebery. 
 

The weekly 2nd collection totals (below) may seem 
large, but they only just cover the costs of running 
our parish (high insurance, maintenance and special 
events).  Please consider this when donating. 

     VINNIES GIVING TREE 
If you wish to bring toys 

and other gifts it is best that 
these be received this 
weekend (Dec 5/6), or 
immediately following, 
otherwise it becomes 

difficult to distribute them 
to those in need.  

THE PARISH MORNING TEA is on this 
Sunday after the 9:30am Mass.  
Hope to see you there! 

CLASSICS MOVIE AFTERNOON: 

The Miracle on 34th Street 

Sunday, December 6th - 2pm in the Hall

Thank you to our sponsor, Mitchell & Partners: Chartered Accountants,  for printing the bulletin this week. 



The Living Word    2nd Sunday of Advent, Year C

crooked
desert
emperor 
forgiven

mountain
prophet
ready
road

Wordsearch
Try to find these words:

rough
shouting
sins
valley

St Ambrose was born at Trier in  
334 AD. While practising law he was 
appointed governor of the province of 

Aemilia and Liguria. Four years later when 
the see of Milan became vacant, St Ambrose 
was chosen as the new bishop, despite the fact 
that he was not even baptised. He reluctantly 
accepted the position, was baptised, ordained 
a priest and then installed as bishop. In 390 
AD, after Emperor Theodosius ordered the 
savage massacre of many people, St Ambrose 
impressed upon the Emperor to perform 
a public penance for this act of cruelty. St 
Ambrose is listed as one of the four great Latin 
doctors of the church. He was a great orator 
who gave sermons that offered practical 
teachings for his people. He was also the first 
teacher in the West to make significant use of 
hymns as a popular means of praise. 



First Reading   Bar 5:1-9
A reading from the prophet Baruch
Jerusalem – God will show you splendour.

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow  
and distress,

put on the beauty of the glory of God  
for ever,

wrap the cloak of the integrity of God  
around you,

put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal  
on your head:

since God means to show your splendour  
to every nation under heaven,

since the name God gives you for ever  
will be,

‘Peace through integrity, and honour  
through devotedness’.

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights
and turn your eyes to the east:
see your sons reassembled from west  

and east
at the command of the Holy One, jubilant  

that God has remembered them.
Though they left you on foot,
with enemies for an escort,
now God brings them back to you
like royal princes carried back in glory.
For God has decreed the flattening
of each high mountain, of the  

everlasting hills,
the filling of the valleys to make the  

ground level
so that Israel can walk in safety under the 

glory of God.
And the forests and every fragrant tree will 

provide shade
for Israel at the command of God;
for God will guide Israel in joy by the light  

of his glory
with his mercy and integrity for escort.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 125. R. v.3
(R.)  The Lord has done great things 
     for us; 
	 we	are	filled	with	joy.
1. When the Lord delivered Zion  

from bondage,
 it seemed like a dream.
 Then was our mouth filled  

with laughter,
 on our lips there were songs. (R.)

2. The heathens themselves said:  
‘What marvels

 the Lord worked for them!’
 What marvels the Lord worked for us!
 Indeed we were glad. (R.)

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
 as streams in dry land.
 Those who are sowing in tears
 will sing when they reap. (R.)

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
 carrying seed for the sowing:
 they come back, they come back,  

full of song,
 carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading   Phil 1:3-6. 8-11
A	reading	from	the	letter	of	St	Paul	 
to	the	Philippians
Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the  
day of Christ.

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, 
remembering how you have helped to spread 
the Good News from the day you first heard 
it right up to the present. I am quite certain 
that the One who began this good work in 
you will see that it is finished when the Day of 
Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I 
miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves 
you. My prayer is that your love for each other 
may increase more and more and never stop 
improving your knowledge and deepening your 
perception so that you can always recognise 
what is best. This will help you to become 
pure and blameless, and prepare you for the 
Day of Christ, when you will reach the perfect 
goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for 
the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 3:4. 6

Alleluia,	alleluia!
Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord,	make	

straight his paths:
all	people	shall	see	the	salvation	of	God.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 3:1-6
A	reading	from	the	holy	Gospel	 
according	to	Luke
All people shall see the salvation of God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s 
reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother 
Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during 
the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah, 
in the wilderness. He went through the whole 
Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the sayings of the prophet 
Isaiah:

A voice cries in the wilderness;
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened
and rough roads made smooth.
And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.

Reflection   
by	Dianne	Bergant
The advent of God’s coming with its 
promise of fulfilment happens within world 
history. The first reading locates God’s 
act of restoration in the city of Jerusalem.  
The gospel situates the ministry of John 
within a particular period of world history. 
They point us to historical experience as 
the place and the time of restoration, of 
incarnation, of redemption. They show 
us that God works within everyday life, in 
conventional places, during regular time. 
In fact, from a human point of view, the 
extraordinary events of salvation took place 
within what was quite ordinary.

John proclaims the kind of transformation 
that results in a change of heart. Reversals 
characterise such transformation: the robe 
of mourning is replaced by the splendour of 
glory; tears are turned into rejoicing; those 
led away by enemies are brought back 
by God; valleys are filled, mountains are 
levelled, winding roads are made straight; 
even nature offers itself as shelter for the 
people of God. Those who are shamed and 
discarded are made glorious; those who 
suffer are comforted; the oppressed are 
freed; all of life’s obstacles are removed; 
the way to God is made straight; the natural 
world enjoys peace and harmony.

The transformation or repentance of heart 
takes place within human life, within 
relationships of justice between people and 
with the earth, in right living, in genuine 
unselfish love. It produces the fruits of 
righteousness of which Paul speaks. Advent 
is the time to prepare ourselves for this.
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