
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Fr Greg’s Christmas Message 2016 
 
Christmas is the next best thing to Easter Sunday. It is 
the joyful celebration of the Lord wanting to be so close 
to us that he became human and pitched his tent among 

us (John 1, 14). It is the culmination of a fascinating ‘History of Salvation’ 
spanning thousands of years, from Abraham down to Mary and Joseph, in 
which God reached out to us and built a permanent bridge back to him in Jesus 
Christ. Even the name He gave his Son was chosen because “He will save his 
people from their sins.” (Mt 1,1). 
 
And all of this was done out of sheer love for each and every last one of us. For 
God is love, and God cannot help but love us all just as tenderly as He ever 
loved Jesus. 
 
Jesus was born into this world to become one with our humanity so that we, in 
turn, could become one with his divinity. And yet, he still comes looking for his 
sheep, every time we get lost on the way. So we must never despair of finding 
a way back to God, either for ourselves or for those whom we love, no matter 
how far or how hard the fall might have been. God took the initiative at 
Christmas and permanently left the door open to all. Let’s implement, then, an 
‘open door policy’ with everyone this year, and spread the joy of Christmas to 
as many people as we possibly can. 
 
Finally, a huge word of thanks to all our Parish council and finance committee, 
our sacristans, administrative staff, sponsors, RCIA leaders, catechists, 
Eucharistic ministers and acolytes, altar servers, carers, musicians and choir, 
readers, counters, Joey’s Youth and Joey’s Kids, events coordinators, morning 
tea organisers, gardener, St Vincent de Paul, and all our many other volunteers 
who have helped us throughout the year. You have been my arms and legs for 
the Love of Christ to reach out into the extended recesses of our Parish.  
 
May the birth of Christ into your hearts this Christmas spur you on to serve one 
another in humble works of love all throughout the New Year. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 

 
 
 

Fr. Greg Morgan, fmvd 
Parish Administrator 
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REGULAR WEEKEND 
MASSES: 

Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 7:30am 

Sunday 9:30am - Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Monday: Communion Service 

Tuesday - Friday: Mass 
------------------------------ 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday  4pm - 5pm 
 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

------------------------------ 
PARISH MINISTRIES: 

To offer assistance/make enquiries 
contact the following people or the 
Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers 
& Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Josette 0409 662 468 
- Visiting the sick, elderly & lonely: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 
 Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA: Michael Steel 0415 437 132 
- Morning Tea: Helen 0414 397 105 

------------------------------ 
OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery 



First Reading   Is 9:1-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
A son is given to us.

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing 

the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt
and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts  

will do this.
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 95:1-3. 11-13   R. Lk 2:11

(R.)     Today is born our Saviour, 
Christ the Lord.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
 sing to the Lord all the earth.
 O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)

2. Proclaim his help day by day,
 tell among the nations his glory
 and his wonders among all  

the peoples. (R.)

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth  
be glad,

 let the sea and all within it thunder 
praise,

 let the land and all it bears rejoice,
 all the trees of the wood shout for joy
 at the presence of the Lord  

for he comes,
 he comes to rule the earth. (R.)

4. With justice he will rule the world,
 he will judge the peoples with  

his truth (R.)

Second Reading   Ti 2:11-14
A reading from the letter of  
St Paul to Titus
God’s grace has been revealed to all people.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it 
has made salvation possible for the whole 
human race and taught us that what we have 
to do is to give up everything that does not 
lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; 
we must be self-restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this present world, 
while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the 
glory of our great God and saviour Christ 
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to 
set us free from all wickedness and to purify 
a people so that it could be his very own and 
would have no ambition except to do good.

The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 2:10-11
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good news and great joy to all  

the world:
today is born our saviour,  

Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 2:1-14
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke
Today a saviour has been born for you.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census 
of the whole world to be taken. This census 
– the first – took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria, and everyone went to his own 
town to be registered. So Joseph set out from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled 
up to Judaea, to the town of David called 
Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and 
line, in order to be registered together with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While 
they were there the time came for her to have 
her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first-
born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger because there was 
no room for them at the inn. In the countryside 
close by there were shepherds who lived in 
the fields and took it in turns to watch their 
flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord 
shone round them. They were terrified, but the 
angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen,  
I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared 
by the whole people. Today in the town of David 
a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel 
there was a great throng of the heavenly host, 
praising God and singing:

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Reflection   
by Michael Tate

The glory of God and profound peace 
reaching out to embrace the whole 
of humanity are dynamically related 
in the baby in the manger. This is 
the song of the angels, and it is our 
privilege to join in that song at this 
Christmas Mass.

Every baby is a promise of a new 
future which fills one with hope. But 
this baby is unique. This Jewish boy 
baby is the body language of God. This 
baby is the sonburst of God entering 
our dark world. This baby shows us 
that God is not impossibly remote 
but, rather, God is as intimately close 
as a vulnerable infant.

And this baby fulfils all the yearning 
of the human heart. We want to love 
to the utmost. We want to be loved 
to the utmost. This baby enables 
both because he is without any finite 
boundaries or restraints: He is in-
finite love reaching out to us.

Can we grasp all this? Probably not. 
So, like the little lambs nuzzling up to 
the manger, we just follow some deep 
intuition which says: ‘I must kneel 
in adoration, it is good to be here.’  
We could pause for a moment to pray 
for the resolve to do our bit to echo 
the angel’s message: ‘I bring you 
good news of great joy to be shared 
by all peoples.’

mtate@bigpond.com
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Carols for 
Midnight Mass

from As One Voice Songbook

O Come All Ye Faithful - #167
Away In A Manger - see below

Hark! The Herald - #171
Silent Night - #168

Joy to the World - #170

Away in a manger, no crib for a 
bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his 
sweet head,
The stars in the bright sky looked 
down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the 
hay.

The cattle are lowing, they also 
adore
the little Lord Jesus who lies in 
the straw
I love you, lord Jesus I
Ask you to stay close by till 
morning is here.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you 
to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, 
I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your 
tender care,
prepare us for heaven, to live with 
you there.

Away in a Manger


