
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Fr Greg’s Christmas Message 2016 
 
Christmas is the next best thing to Easter Sunday. It is 
the joyful celebration of the Lord wanting to be so close 
to us that he became human and pitched his tent among 

us (John 1, 14). It is the culmination of a fascinating ‘History of Salvation’ 
spanning thousands of years, from Abraham down to Mary and Joseph, in 
which God reached out to us and built a permanent bridge back to him in Jesus 
Christ. Even the name He gave his Son was chosen because “He will save his 
people from their sins.” (Mt 1,1). 
 
And all of this was done out of sheer love for each and every last one of us. For 
God is love, and God cannot help but love us all just as tenderly as He ever 
loved Jesus. 
 
Jesus was born into this world to become one with our humanity so that we, in 
turn, could become one with his divinity. And yet, he still comes looking for his 
sheep, every time we get lost on the way. So we must never despair of finding 
a way back to God, either for ourselves or for those whom we love, no matter 
how far or how hard the fall might have been. God took the initiative at 
Christmas and permanently left the door open to all. Let’s implement, then, an 
‘open door policy’ with everyone this year, and spread the joy of Christmas to 
as many people as we possibly can. 
 
Finally, a huge word of thanks to all our Parish council and finance committee, 
our sacristans, administrative staff, sponsors, RCIA leaders, catechists, 
Eucharistic ministers and acolytes, altar servers, carers, musicians and choir, 
readers, counters, Joey’s Youth and Joey’s Kids, events coordinators, morning 
tea organisers, gardener, St Vincent de Paul, and all our many other volunteers 
who have helped us throughout the year. You have been my arms and legs for 
the Love of Christ to reach out into the extended recesses of our Parish.  
 
May the birth of Christ into your hearts this Christmas spur you on to serve one 
another in humble works of love all throughout the New Year. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 

 
 
 

Fr. Greg Morgan, fmvd 
Parish Administrator 
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Thank you to Laing + Simmons Rosebery and Mitchell & Partners for the printing these bulletins. 

REGULAR WEEKEND 
MASSES: 

Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 7:30am 

Sunday 9:30am - Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Monday: Communion Service 

Tuesday - Friday: Mass 
------------------------------ 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday  4pm - 5pm 
 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

------------------------------ 
PARISH MINISTRIES: 

To offer assistance/make enquiries 
contact the following people or the 
Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers 
& Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Josette 0409 662 468 
- Visiting the sick, elderly & lonely: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 
 Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA: Michael Steel 0415 437 132 
- Morning Tea: Helen 0414 397 105 

------------------------------ 
OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery 



Gospel Acclamation   Lk 2:14

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory to God in the highest,
peace to his people on earth.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 2:15-20
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph,  
and the baby lying in the manger.

Now when the angels had gone from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened 
which the Lord has made known to us.’ 
So they hurried away and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 
When they saw the child they repeated 
what they had been told about him, and 
everyone who heard it was astonished 
at what the shepherds had to say. As 
for Mary, she treasured all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. And 
the shepherds went back glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and 
seen; it was exactly as they had been told.

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Reflection   
by Dianne Bergant

Christmas is really a time of universal 
good will. In response to God’s 
gracious gift of transformation we 
are invited to rejoice with grateful 
hearts. The royal infant whose birth 
we celebrate is the one who was 
promised, the long-awaited messianic 
king, the one who inaugurates the 
age of transforming grace. He is 
the source of rejoicing in those who 
receive him with great gratitude. Only 
those who are open to God’s gift can 
receive it with thanksgiving. When 
it is received, however, marvellous 
things happen. Their identities are 
changed, all the cosmos joins in the 
festivity, and righteousness blossoms 
in history.

First Reading   Is 62:11-12
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Your Saviour is born.

This the Lord proclaims
to the ends of the earth:

Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look,
your saviour comes,
the prize of his victory with him,
his trophies before him’.
They shall be called ‘The Holy People’,
‘The Lord’s Redeemed’.
And you shall be called  

‘The-sought-after’,
‘City-not-forsaken.’

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 96:1. 6. 11-12

(R.)   A  light will shine on us this day: 
the Lord is born for us.

1. The Lord is king, let earth rejoice,
 the many coastlands be glad.
 The skies proclaim his justice;
 all the peoples see his glory. (R.)

2. Light shines forth for the just
 and joy for the upright of heart.
 Rejoice, you just, in the Lord;
 give glory to his holy name. (R.)

Second Reading   Ti 3:4-7
A reading from the letter of  
St Paul to Titus
His own compassion saved us.

When the kindness and love of God our 
saviour for mankind were revealed, it 
was not because he was concerned with 
any righteous actions we might have 
done ourselves; it was for no reason 
except his own compassion that he 
saved us,  
by means of the cleansing water of 
rebirth and by renewing us with the 
Holy Spirit which he has so generously 
poured over us through Jesus Christ our 
saviour. He did this so that we should be 
justified by his grace, to become heirs 
looking forward to inheriting eternal life. 

The word of the Lord. 

The life of baptismal fidelity is the 
grateful response to the gift of 
God’s initiative. Such a life is rooted 
in the mystery of the triune God in 
whom believers are baptised. It is a 
life lived in the rebirth of the spirit 
of God that animates us to live 
blamelessly in a way that shows 
our appreciation of this gift. We 
are inspired to live lives that are 
manifestations of holiness.

Christmas morning may be a time 
for opening gifts and for family 
celebrations, but it is also a time 
for people of means to reach out 
to those who are less fortunate. 
Christmas celebrates generosity, 
first the generosity of God and then 
our generosity with each other, 
especially with the poor. Solidarity 
with the outcasts of society, 
with those who are barred from 
the power structures of society, 
demonstrates the true spirit of 
Christmas.

25 December 2016Christmas - Mass at Dawn

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the  
Lectionary for the Mass ©1981 International Committee on  
English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm texts,  
from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 by The Grail, England 
and used by permission of the publishers. The scriptural quotations 
are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday  
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

Christmas Eve - 5pm Children’s Mass                                                              24 December 2016               

O holy night!
The stars are brightly shining
It is the night of the dear 
Saviour's birth!
Long lay the world in sin and 
error pining
Till he appear'd and the soul 
felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary soul 
rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and 
glorious morn!

Fall on your knees
Oh hear the angel voices
Oh night divine
Oh night when Christ was born
Oh night divine
Oh night divine

O HOLY NIGHT

5PM CHRISTMAS CAROLS

O Come All Ye Faithful - #167
Hark! The Herald - #171

The First Noel - #169
Joy to the World - #170

from As One Voice Songbook

JOEYs Kids is a primary school 

aged liturgy program that runs 

at St Joseph’s Parish on Sunday 

morning during the 9:30am 

Mass. 

The 20 minute session 

includes a creative exploration 

of the days Gospel using 

interactive games, videos, 

discussion and other fun and 

exciting activities!

Kids are then split into age 

groups for a more targeted 

understanding of the message 

of the Gospel before rejoining 

the rest of the congregation 

for the remainder of the Mass.

Kids may be

for the rest of the Mass.

JOEYs Kids resumes Feb 2017


