
FR GREG’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2015: Christmas is about 
God’s mercy in action. Mercy is much more than 
forgiveness.  The root of our word for ‘mercy’ is the Latin 
word misericordiae and it means this: where God sees 
our misery, he pours out his heart. Actually, he went one 
better … He gave us his Son, born in a stable on a cold 
winter’s night! And this is the message of Christmas. Mary 
is central to it since she became instrumental in letting 
God’s message of mercy be seen and heard.  This is a 
message for everyone, not just for the select few. As was 
the message that was delivered to Joseph:  

 

“Do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because she has 
conceived what is in her by the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son and 
you must name him Jesus, because 
he is to save his people from their 
sins”.  
 

There is no greater mercy than the love of the Lord for us, 
that into this unsuspecting world God allowed himself to 
be born. He was born so that the merciful face of Jesus 
could be seen and that his words of mercy be felt and 
heeded. This is so we could experience it for ourselves! 
 

Christmas, then, is a fitting way to really begin this ‘Year of 
Mercy’, which began on the 8th of December.  It was 
called by Pope Francis because he wanted for us to 
centre on the vital importance of mercy in our lives, and 
to understand what it is and how we can live in mercy. 
You see, mercy is about giving people a second chance 
at life. You allow them to be born all over again in your 
eyes. But the real birth of the Mercy Child, first of all, has 
to be there in your own heart. You, like the shepherds 
who went to see the child “wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger”, you will be among the first people 
to be aware of His birth and notice the difference! 
 

The Pope had this to say about this Year of Mercy when 
he opened the Holy Door at St. Peter’s in Rome: “This 
will be a year in which we grow ever more convinced of 
God’s mercy. How much wrong we do to God and his 
grace, when we speak of sins being punished by his 
judgment before we speak of their being forgiven by 
his mercy. But that is the truth. We have to put mercy 
before judgment, and in any event, God’s judgement 
will always be in the light of his mercy.” 

Jesus was the first and greatest Christmas present that 
ever was! God invented it, if you like: a crazy “work of 
mercy”, to be born into this world as a human being, sent 
to save us from our sinful ways.  
 

So Christmas is God’s crazy work of mercy in action. And 
I’d like to present you with Jesus’ own ‘birthday bucket 
list’, his ‘list of things he’d like for Christmas’. Why don’t 
you choose one of them and give it to Jesus this 
Christmas. Just one. Not much to ask. [Oh, and don’t 
worry, he accepts belated gifts!!] 
 

There are fourteen on the list, divided up conveniently 
into two groups of seven. How’s that for simple! We call 
them the “works of mercy”. The first list is of the corporal 
works of mercy, the second is of the spiritual works of 
mercy. All of them are needed and perfectly valid, all of 
them are true Christmas presents for Jesus.  
 

The Corporal Works of Mercy are those kind acts by 
which we help our neighbours with their material and 
physical needs: to feed the hungry, to give drink to the 
thirsty, to clothe the naked, to shelter the homeless, to 
visit the sick, to visit the imprisoned and to bury the dead.  
 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of compassion, by 
which we help our neighbours with their emotional and 
spiritual needs:  to counsel the doubtful, to instruct the 
ignorant, to admonish sinners, to comfort the afflicted, to 
forgive offences, to bear wrongs patiently and to pray for 
the living and the dead. 
 

So how about we bring God’s mercy into the lives of 
those we love and give them a gift that they can’t resell 
on Ebay? - a gift that has eternal after-effects. It is God’s 
Mercy, the best and greatest Christmas gift of all. Let’s put 
these gifts under the Christmas Tree for Jesus. And, the 
best thing about these gifts is that they do as much good 
for the giver as they do for the one receiving them! 
 

Have a blessed, merciful and joy filled Christmas! All the 
very best to you all for the New Year.      Fr. Greg 

Other contact details in Rosebery Parish:  
Verbum Dei: 9313 7099  |  OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211

Thanks to our sponsors, Laing+Simmons Rosebery and Mitchell & Partners, for printing these bulletins. 

ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, ROSEBERY 
Fr Greg Morgan Parish Administrator 

Phone: 9663 1183   |   Fax: 8964 9885   
Office: 1a Morley Ave, Rosebery 2018 

roseberycatholic@gmail.com    |   www.roseberyparish.org  
Regular Mass Times: Saturday 6pm, Sunday 7:30am & 9:30am  |  Weekdays 7am

Stay up to date with all that happens 
here at St Joseph’s… 

www.facebook.com/roseberyparish
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Ph: 0423 233 109

Songs for 9:30am Mass
- As One Voice Songbook

JOEYs (which stands for Justice, Outreach and Evangelisation for Youth) is the youth initiative for Rosebery parish.  Our main focus is on young people living their Catholic faith with others.

In 2015 we had bonfire nights, Amazing Races, international food nights etc. and 2016 is shaping up to be even BIGGER as we prepare for WYD! First JOEYs of 2016 is on:


