
Entrance Antiphon:  Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the 
heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will 
return as you saw him go, alleluia.  

Communion Antiphon: Behold, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age, alleluia.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our sick:  Bernadette Farrugia, Lina Beghetto, Tobias Alesana-Rennie, 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Leanne Frost, Michael Steel, Janno Punla, 
Conrad Murray, Fr Jaime Bonet,  Mary Cunney, Joao Merchado, Therese 
Grima, Geoff Shalala, Alexandre Branco, Leonor Flores, Fay Sommers, 
Richard Hannigan, Maureen McLoughlin, Audrey McDonnell, Steve 
Estrada and Jacqueline Vella. 
 

Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish. 
Recently deceased: Gavin Abbey 
 

Birthdays:  Catherine O’Brien (10 May), Daniel Wooden, 
Bernadette Farrugia (11 May), Joseph Touma (13 May). 

Wishing all mothers, grandmothers and great 
grandmothers a HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY.  

 
 

We thank you Lord for the love of 
mothers, whose love is so precious 
that it cannot be measured, whose 

patience seems to have no end. 
We ask you to bless them with your 

own special love.  
Amen.  

Farewell to the Missionaries:  After the  9.30 am Mass next 
weekend 15 May 2016, there will be a farewell to the Missionaries 
with morning tea in the parish hall.  On this occasion, if anyone 
wishes to make a cash donation towards the Missionaries' 
ongoing expenses, a donation box will be available. This will be 
an  opportunity for us all to express our gratitude for all that they 
have contributed to the life of our parish over the last 16 years.  
Also there will be a Farewell Book on the side altar for people to 
sign in lieu of a card.
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WEEKEND MASSES: 

Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 7:30am 

Sunday 9:30am - Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 

 
WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 

Monday: Communion Service 
Tuesday - Friday: Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 

To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick, elderly & lonely:  
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
             Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA: Michael Steel 0415 437 132 
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 9313 7099   
4 Kyogle St, Eastlakes 

 
OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 

 9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery
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ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers
 

6PM
This G Norton/L Azzopardi R Cameron/D Tolliver

Next H Walker/D Silveira G Di Cristo/A Lobo
 

7:30AM
This J Sciberras/S McDonald K Atkins

Next D Matheson/B Miles D Matheson

 
9:30AM

This M Steel/S Middleton J Buist

Next P Paredes/N Paredes J Buist
 

Counters
This N & P Paredes, J Buist  

Next D Tolliver, M Cunney, J Buist

MASS CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Thank you for your contributions 
towards our Parish. You can also 
contribute via electronic transfer:  

 

Our bank details are:   
Account Name:  

Rosebery Parish Church Account   
BSB: 062 784   

Account No.: 537 5002

PENTECOST RETREAT: Let's call  on the Spirit for 
the strength, light and love to live life to the 
full. Sat, May 14th, 9:30- 2:30pm. Given by 
Verbum Dei Family disciples, all ages welcome, 
lunch provided. For more information please call 
9313  7099 or email 
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com. 

St Joseph's is proud to 
welcome a guest speaker, Sam 
Clear, to our Parish for a special 

youth night.  

We have invited other local 
parishes and Youth Groups to 
join us for this special event.  

If you are part of a group 
outside Rosebery or know of 
someone who is, please let 

them know about the event or 
put them in touch with our 

Youth Team: 
joeysrosebery@gmail.com. 

The quarterly Cemetery Masses for the deceased 
interred in the Eastern Suburbs Memorial Gardens 
and Crematorium, Botany will be celebrated in the 
Crematorium South Chapel at 11am on Saturday 
of 14th May.   

 

THE WEEK AHEAD: 
Friday 13th - Our Lady of Fatima 

7 am Mass - All welcome.  

Jesus conquered evil at 
the root: he is the Door of 

Salvation, open wide so that 
each person may find 

mercy.

Find out more at the 
parish website:  

 

www.roseberyparish.org 

CWF APPEAL: Our next CWF appeal will take 
place this weekend, May 7-8.  Envelopes are available 
for if you wish to have your donation tax deductible.  
Our Parish is required to make an annual CWF 
contribution of $12,600.  Any donation you can make 
towards this is very much appreciated.
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The Living Word    The Ascension of the Lord, Year C

In the small Portugese village of Fatima, 

the Blessed Virgin Mary is said to have 

appeared to three shepherd children. On six 

occasions between May and October, 1917, Our 

Lady appeared to Lucia dos Santos and her two 

cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto. According 

to an account of the events given by Lucia, Mary 

entrusted the children with three secrets and 

encouraged them to do acts of penance and say 

the rosary every day. Thousands of people came 

to Fatima upon hearing of the visions, and on 

October 13, some 70,000 people reportedly 

witnessed a miraculous solar event. Fatima is 

now a major site of Marian pilgrimage.

Wordsearch   Try to find these words:

Bethany
blessed
disciples
hands

ASCENSION

How many words can you make from the  
letters in the word ASCENSION?

happy
Jerusalem
Jesus
praising
raised
temple
time
worshipped



First Reading   Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Why are you standing here looking into the sky?  

Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 
everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions 
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 
shown himself alive to them after his Passion 
by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them 
about the kingdom of God. When he had been 
at table with them, he had told them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father 
had promised. ‘It is,’ he had said, ‘what you 
have heard me speak about: John baptised with 
water but you, not many days from now, will be 
baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, 
has the time come? Are you going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for 
you to know times or dates that the Father has 
decided by his own authority, but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, 
and then you will be my witnesses not only in 
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, 
and indeed to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they 
looked on, and a cloud took him from their 
sight. They were still staring into the sky when 
suddenly two men in white were standing near 
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from 
Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
this same Jesus will come back in the same way 
as you have seen him go there.’

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 46:2-3. 6-7. 8-9. R. v.6

(R.)  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

 or:

(R.) Alleluia.

1. All peoples, clap your hands,
 cry to God with shouts of joy!
 For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
 great king over all the earth.

2.  God goes up with shouts of joy;
 the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
 Sing praise for God, sing praise,
 sing praise to our king, sing praise.

3. God is king of all the earth.
 Sing praise with all your skill.
 God is king over the nations;
 God reigns on his holy throne.

Second Reading   Eph 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul  

to the Ephesians

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 

perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full 
knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of 
your mind so that you can see what hope his call 
holds for you, what rich glories he has promised 
the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the 
power that he has exercised for us believers.  
This you can tell from the strength of his power at 
work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from 
the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, 
in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, 
Power, or Domination, or any other name that can 
be named, not only in this age, but also in the age 
to come. He has put all things under his feet, and 
made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of 
the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills the whole creation.

or Heb 9:24-28. 10:19-23

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Christ has entered heaven.

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-
made sanctuary which was only modelled on 
the real one; but it was heaven itself, so that he 
could appear in the actual presence of God on 
our behalf. And he does not have to offer himself 
again and again, like the high priest going into the 
sanctuary year after year with the blood that is not 
his own, or else he would have had to suffer over 
and over again since the world began. Instead of 
that, he has made his appearance once and for 
all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with 
sin by sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, 
and after that comes judgement, so Christ, too, 
offers himself only once to take the faults of many 
on himself, and when he appears a second time, 
it will not be to deal with sin but to reward with 
salvation those who are waiting for him.

In other words, brothers, through the blood of 
Jesus we have the right to enter the sanctuary,  
by a new way which he has opened for us, a living 
opening through the curtain, that is to say, his 
body. And we have the supreme high priest over all 
the house of God. So as we go in, let us be sincere 
in heart and filled with faith, our minds sprinkled 
and free from any trace of bad conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us keep firm in 
the hope we profess, because the one who made 
the promise is faithful.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation   Mt 28:19. 20

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go and teach all people my gospel.

I am with you always, until the end  

of the world.

Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 24:46-53

A reading from the holy Gospel  

according to Luke

While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is 
written that the Christ would suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins would 
be preached to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.

‘And now I am sending down to you what the 
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until 

you are clothed with the power from on 
high.’ Then he took them out as far as the 
outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his hands 
he blessed them. Now as he blessed them, 
he withdrew from them and was carried up to 
heaven. They worshipped him and then went 
back to Jerusalem full of joy; and they were 
continually in the Temple praising God.

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Reflection by Michael Tate

Our Risen Lord knew that we are naturally, 
collectively human-centric. He withdrew His 
risen mode of appearance (what we call ‘the 
Ascension’) to make it clear that the whole 
Universe, including planet Earth, is filled with 
the presence and power radiating out from 
his Risen Humanity.
As St Paul wrote in the Epistle to the Romans: 
‘Creation still retains the hope of being freed 
from its slavery to decay, to enjoy the same 
freedom and glory as the children of God.’ 
How is the Risen Lord beginning to fulfil  
this hope?
At Mass, fractions of creation – the Bread 
and Wine consecrated for Holy Communion 
– are transformed into the Real Presence of 
the Risen Lord.
Eucharistic Prayer III begins with: ‘You are 
indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created 
rightly gives you praise...’ How can all creation 
give God praise? As the ancient church used 
to teach: Each of you is a microcosm of the 
macrocosm, called to be a priest for the 
Cosmos. Through your enlightened mind and 
inflamed heart, the Cosmos knows that it 
exists and that it is loved by its Creator. It is 
beginning to share the freedom and glory of 
the children of God.
We could pause for a moment, stop staring 
into Heaven, and ready ourselves to receive 
the Holy Spirit so as to be what St Paul calls 
‘the Church which is His Body in whom the 
fullness of creation dwells’.

mtate@bigpond.com
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