
Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be 
joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her 
consoling breast.  
 
Communion Antiphon: You must rejoice, my son, for your brother 
was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our sick:  Lina Beghetto, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, June Lupton, 
Michael Steel, Bernadette Farrugia, Janno Punla, Conrad Murray, Fr 
Jaime Bonet,  George Sciberras, Mary Cunney, Joao Merchado, Therese 
Grima, Geoff Shalala, Alexandre Branco, Leonor Flores, Therese 
Mullaney, Fay Sommers, Richard Hannigan, Maureen McLoughlin, Gavin 
Abbey,  Audrey McDonnell, Steve Estrada and Jacqueline Vella. 
 

Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish. 
 

Birthdays: Ross Di Cristo, Felicity Chow (5 March),  
Barnard Ng (6 March), Jessica  Fonti, Josette Merchant, Giacomo 
Gabriele (7 March).
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4TH SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C                                                 6TH MARCH 2016

WEEKEND MASSES: 

Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 7:30am 

Sunday 9:30am - Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 

 
WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 

Monday: Communion Service 
Tuesday - Friday: Mass 

Lunchtime with the Lord  
Weekdays 12pm-2pm 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 
Baptisms & Weddings 

By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 

To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick, elderly & lonely:  
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
             Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA:   Parish Office  
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 9313 7099  
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  

 

OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION: A short Gospel 
reenactment and reflection will take place in 2 

weeks on Palm Sunday, March 20, starting at 
9am at the lower paddock gates and ending 

with the blessing of the Palms before the 
9:30am Sunday Family Mass. Please join us. 

EASTER LETTER BOX 
DROP… CAN YOU 

HELP?  
Flyers for Easter are 

ready to be distributed.  
We have over 4000 to 
deliver. Street bundles 

are on the notice tables.  
Thank you very much.

 

PARISH MORNING TEA  
THIS Sunday after the 9:30am Mass
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ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers
 

6PM
This G Norton/A Lobo G Di Cristo/P Di Cristo

Next D Silveira/A Lobo R Cameron/G Di Cristo
 

7:30AM
This S McDonald/M Burns D Matheson

Next J Sciberras/B Miles K Atkins

 
9:30AM

This J Buist/M Machado L Steel

Next M Steel/S Middleton J Buist
 

Counters
This T McDonald, G Elliot, T Lumibao

Next N & P Paredes, L Garcia, J Buist

MASS CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Thank you for your contributions 
towards our Parish. You can also 
contribute via electronic transfer:  

 

Our bank details are:   
Account Name:  

Rosebery Parish Church Account   
BSB: 062 784   

Account No.: 537 5002

VERBUM DEI NOTICES:  
- "Encounter the Face of Mercy" this Lent through a 
guided silent retreat  by the Verbum Dei 
Missionaries: Saturday March 12 to Sunday March 13 
. For more information contact Missionaries. 
 

- Lenten prayer group, every Monday, at 7:30 pm in 
chapel following the theme of MERCY.  
 

- 24 HOURS FOR THE LORD (see above): Verbum 
Dei have the 7-9 pm Friday slot and invite 
parishioners to join them in prayer.  

"Thank you" to Mitchell & Partners: Chartered Accountants who sponsor the printing of this bulletin. 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: This year JOEY’s Youth will 
be presenting the Stations of the Cross in 
partnership with Marcellin College, Randwick. We 
are looking for any high school aged student who 
would be interested in taking part in the live 
performance . Contact Phil (0423 233 109) for info.  

MOVIE AFTERNOON: “Miss Potter” 
Explore the life of Beatrix Potter 

 

THIS SUNDAY - 1:30pm in the Church Hall  

EASTER CHOIR PRACTICE 
Wednesday’s 7:30pm in the Church

 

SLAVERY FREE EASTER CHOCOLATE: Estimates are that 
there are about 1.5 million children work in the 
cocoa sector, many of whom are  enslaved.  We are 
being urged to eat  slavery-free chocolate this 
Easter and not buy Easter eggs that might have 
been made using child labour from West Africa. 
Look for ethical chocolate: FAIRTRADE, Rainforest 
Alliance and/or UTZ certified. 

“Every person ought to have the awareness that 
purchasing is always a moral – and not simply an 

economic – act.” -  Pope Francis

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD: 
For the third year in succession Pope Francis has 
invited every diocese around the world to 
implement the initiative “24 Hours for the Lord”. It 
entails opening the doors of the Church (St Mary’s 
Cathedral) for 24 hours on Friday 4th - Saturday 5th 
March so that the faithful may encounter Jesus 
Christ anew in the Sacrament of Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration. 

VOLUNTEERING: The Windgap Foundation help disabled 
people in our society.  Joey's Youth are giving our teens an 
opportunity to volunteer for Social Justice this Lent on 
either this Sunday (March 6) from 2-5 pm to sell raffle 
tickets at Westfield Eastgardens OR Thursday (March 10) 
from 4-6 pm to pack showbags. Please contact Fr. Greg. 

Next Quarterly Cemetery Masses for the deceased interred 
in the Eastern Suburbs Memorial Gardens and 
Crematorium, Botany will be celebrated in the Crematorium 
South Chapel at 11am on Sat, 12th March.    



The Living Word    4th Sunday of Lent, Year C

Across
4: happy
7: very hungry
8: to have done what you were told to do
9: asked for charity with humility
11: to have a party for a special occasion
12: a person who has to work for no wages

Down
1:	 jewellery	worn	on	the	finger
2: squandered, used poorly
3: discovered
5: likeable, easy to get along with
6: land that belongs to someone
10: consumes food

CROSSWORD

S          s Perpetua and Felicity were martyrs of 
Roman Carthage, c 204. Perpetua, a young 
married woman with a newly born son, 

was arrested for refusing to offer sacrifice to the 
Emperor. Also arrested was a slave-girl called 
Felicity, who was advanced in pregnancy and 
gave birth to a girl while in prison. Perpetua and 
Felicity and several men were all found guilty of 
treason and were taken to the arena to be killed 
by wild beasts. According to tradition, Perpetua 
and Felicity showed great bravery and faith and 
survived their encounter with a mad heifer, but at 
the request of the jeering crowd were eventually put 
to the sword. 



First Reading   Jos 5:9-12
A reading from the book of Joshua
The people of God went to the promised land and there 

kept the passover.

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken 
the shame of Egypt away from you.’
The Israelites pitched their camp at 
Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the 
fourteenth day of the month, at evening in 
the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the 
Passover they tasted the produce of that 
country, unleavened bread and roasted 
ears of corn, that same day. From that time, 
from their first eating of the produce of that 
country, the manna stopped falling. And 
having manna no longer, the Israelites fed 
from that year onwards on what the land of 
Canaan yielded.
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1. I will bless the Lord at all times,
 his praise always on my lips;
 in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
 The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me.
 Together let us praise his name.
 I sought the Lord and he answered me;
 from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant;
 let your faces not be abashed.
 This poor man called; the Lord heard him
 and rescued him from all his distress. (R.)

Second Reading   2 Cor 5:17-21
A reading from the second letter of  
St Paul to the Corinthians
God reconciled us to himself through Christ.

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 
creation; the old creation has gone, and 
now the new one is here. It is all God’s 
work. It was God who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the work 
of handing on his reconciliation. In other 
words, God in Christ was reconciling the 
world to himself, not holding men’s faults 
against them, and he has entrusted to us 
the news that they are reconciled. So we 
are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though 
God were appealing through us, and the 
appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be 
reconciled to God. For our sake God made 
the sinless one into sin, so that in him we 
might become the goodness of God.
The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 15:18
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel   Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.

The tax collectors and the sinners were all 
seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he 
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this 
parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his 
father, “Father, let me have the share of the 
estate that would come to me.” So the father 
divided the property between them. A few days 
later, the younger son got together everything 
he had and left for a distant country where he 
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country 
experienced a severe famine, and now he began 
to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to 
one of the local inhabitants who put him on his 
farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly 
have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were 
eating but no one offered him anything. Then he 
came to his senses and said, “How many of my 
father’s paid servants have more food than they 
want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave 
this place and go to my father and say: Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and against you; 
I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat 
me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the 
place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to 
the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed 
him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. I no 
longer deserve to be called your son.” But the 
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the 
best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we 
have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to 
have a feast, a celebration, because this son 
of mine was dead and has come back to life; 
he was lost and is found.” And they began to 
celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and 
on his way back, as he drew near the house, 
he could hear music and dancing. Calling one 
of the servants he asked what it was all about. 
“Your brother has come” replied the servant 
“and your father has killed the calf we had 
fattened because he has got him back safe and 
sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in, 
and his father came out to plead with him; but 
he answered his father, “Look, all these years I 
have slaved for you and never once disobeyed 
your orders, yet you never offered me so much 
as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But 
for this son of yours, when he comes back after 
swallowing up your property – he and his women 
– you kill the calf we had been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me 
always and all I have is yours. But it is only right 
we should celebrate and rejoice, because your 
brother here was dead and has come to life; he 
was lost and is found.”’

The Gospel of the Lord 
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Reflection   
by Michael Tate
For Jews, pigs are ritually unclean, so that 

living in a pig sty would make this young 

man unapproachable.

So, imagine the reaction of his Jewish 

audience when Jesus told the story of the 

father running to his son and embracing 

him still stinking of the pig sty, exclaiming, 

‘You were lost and now you are found.’

That is Jesus’ portrayal of his heavenly 

Father’s relationship with us.

Of course, sometimes we are the older 

brother, resentful that someone seems 

to have had too easy a time of God’s 

forgiveness. Is this the attitude of many 

who challenge the emphasis by Pope 

Francis on Mercy as the core of God’s 

relationship with us?

More often, we are like the younger 

brother who has strayed to a far off place, 

sometimes quite deliberately.

We could resolve to approach the 

Sacrament of Mercy during Lent, knowing 

that our heavenly Father will run towards 

us, embracing us, exclaiming, ‘You were 

lost but now you are found.’ That is worth 

a celebration!

mtate@bigpond.com


