
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Entrance Antiphon: Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, 
who rules heaven and earth for ever. 
 

Communion Antiphon: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,  
and for ever. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Ray Bidmead, Kath McDonald, Lorraine 
Lawrence, Steve Estrada, Richard Hannigan, Hilton Denis, Tobias Alesana-
Rennie, Leanne Frost, Michael Steel, Janno Punla, Conrad Murray, Mary 
Cunney, Fr Jaime Bonet, Joao Merchado, Therese Grima, Geoff Shalala, 
Alexandre Branco, Maureen McLoughlin. 
 

Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish.  
 

Death Anniversary: John Agnel D’Souza, Charles Lupton (6 Jan).  
 

Wedding Anniversary: Laura & Greg (27 Dec), Gavin & Helen Abbey (28 
Dec), Mario & Daphne Silveira (29 Dec), Carlos & Aruna Lobo (4 Jan). 
 

Birthdays: Manuel Lascano (Dec 24), Will Jackson (25 Dec), Cornell 
Harjanto, Dullce Buiqhei (26 Dec), Wayne Lobo, Alice Balbi (27 Dec), Jake 
& Georgia Sciberras, Michelle James (28 Dec), Colm O’Brien (30 Dec), 
Bronia Kennedy (1 Jan), Nancy Kolet, Sonia Sangha (2 Jan), Adam Krslovic, 
Gary Norton (3 Jan), Tanya Silveira, Patricia Frost (4 Jan), Vanessa Lascano 
Fierro (5 Jan), Frank Balbi (6 Jan).  
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REGULAR WEEKEND MASSES: 

Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 7:30am 

Sunday 9:30am – (Children’s Liturgy 
during Mass resumes in February) 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Monday: Communion Service* 

*No Communion Service 2nd Jan due to  
the Public Holiday 

Tuesday - Friday: Mass 
------------------------------ 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday  4pm - 5pm 
 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

------------------------------ 
PARISH MINISTRIES: 

To offer assistance/make enquiries 
contact the following people or the 
Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Josette 0409 662 468 
- Visiting the sick, elderly & lonely: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 
 Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA: Michael Steel 0415 437 132 
- Morning Tea: Helen 0414 397 105 

------------------------------ 
OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery 

ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic 
Ministers 

6pm This T Poulton/R Cooley R Cooley/ G Di Cristo 
Next G Norton/H Walker P Di Cristo/ R Cameron 

7:30am This J Merchant/ P Murphy J Sciberras 
Next K Atkins/ M Burns K Atkins 

9:30am This J Buist/ C Buxton J Buist 
Next M Machado/ L Steel L Steel 

Counters This T McDonald/ G Elliot/ T Lumibao 
Next N & P Paredes/ J Buist 

 

May we conclude 2016 with gratitude for all that we have received 
throughout the year and with humility learn from our shortcomings. With 

trust in God’s providence for 2017, let us collaborate with His plans for 
our lives and others in building the Kingdom of Love in our communities 

with the help of God’s unfailing Grace.   

A BIG THANKYOU TO ALL who helped to make the Children’s, 
Vigil, Midnight, and Christmas Day Mass such a special 
celebration for everyone. God bless, Fr Greg.  
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M ary, Mother of God. This 
day has been celebrated as 
part of the Octave (eight 

days) of Christmas since around the 
sixth century. It is a feast which talks 
about both Jesus and Mary. It is a 
celebration of the fact that Jesus was 
truly God and truly human. Because 
this is true of Jesus, it is also true 
that Mary is the “God-Bearer” – the 
Mother of God.

The Living Word   Mary, Mother of God

CROSSWORD
Across
1: not expecting something
3: to have given someone your word
4: animals that produce wool
5: the Son of God
9: Old testament prophet who received the  
 commandments
10: giving praise
11: the mother of God

Down
2: people who look after sheep
3: mothers and fathers
6: given a name
7: a special messenger sent by God
8: infant

Follow the maze into the centre of Mary’s heart



First Reading   Nm 6:22-27
A reading from the book of Numbers
They will call down my name on the children of 
Israel and I will bless them.

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say 
this to Aaron and his sons: “This is how 
you are to bless the sons of Israel. You 
shall say to them:

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord let his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you.
May the Lord uncover his face to you 

and bring you peace.”
This is how they are to call down my 
name on the sons of Israel, and I will 
bless them.’
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 66:2-3. 5. 6. 8. R. v.2
(R.) May God bless us in his mercy.

1. God, be gracious and bless us
 and let your face shed its light  

upon us.
 So will your ways be known 

 upon earth
 and all nations learn your  

saving help. (R.)

2. Let the nations be glad and exult 
 for you rule the world with justice. 
 With fairness you rule the peoples. 
 you guide the nations on earth. (R.)

3. Let the peoples praise you,  
O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you. 
 May God still give us his blessing 
 till the ends of the earth revere him. 

(R.)

Second Reading   Gal 4:4-7
A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Galatians
When the appointed time came, God sent his son, 
born of a woman.

When the appointed time came, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
a subject of the Law, to redeem the 
subjects of the Law and to enable us to 
be adopted as sons. The proof that you 
are sons is that God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that 

cries, ‘Abba, Father’, and it is this that 
makes you a son, you are not a slave any 
more; and if God has made you son, then 
he has made you heir.
The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation   Heb 1:1-2

Alleluia, alleluia!
In the past God spoke to our ancestors 

through the prophets; 
now he speaks to us through his Son. 
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 2:16-21
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the 
infant lying in the crib… When the eighth day came 
they gave him the name of Jesus.

The shepherds hurried away to 
Bethlehem and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the 
manger. When they saw the child they 
repeated what they had been told 
about him, and everyone who heard it 
was astonished at what the shepherds 
had to say. As for Mary, she treasured 
all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. And the shepherds went 
back glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen; it was 
exactly as they had been told.

When the eighth day came and the 
child was to be circumcised, they 
gave him the name Jesus, the name 
the angel had given him before his 
conception.
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Reflection   
by Michael Tate

It is fitting that on New Year’s 
Day we celebrate the calendar-
shattering event in human history: 
the extraordinary role that a young 
woman in Galilee played in God’s 
plan for the human race.
In the Western Church, the young 
woman is titled ‘Mother of God’. 
This signifies a relationship, a 
loving, nurturing relationship.
We know that it encompassed a 
mother’s horror of seeing her son 
tortured and done to death on  
the Cross.
Yes, she was a mother, but Mother 
of God.
How can this be portrayed for our 
minds to grasp? In the Book of 
Genesis, the creative act which 
began all reckoning of the passage 
of time and seasons was signalled 
by the Divine Wind hovering over the 
formless void.
When that Holy Gust hovered over 
Mary, and she responded: ‘Be it done 
unto me according to thy Word’, the 
human existence of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ began, the fulcrum of history 
from which our calendar begins.
We could pause for a moment to pray 
that at the end of all history, at the 
end of all calendars, we may share 
in Divine life with Mary of Galilee, 
Mother of God.

mtate@bigpond.com
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