
Entrance Antiphon: The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and Joseph 
and the Infant lying in a manger. 
 

Communion Antiphon: Our God has appeared on the earth, & lived among us. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: Our sick: Grant Muir, June 
Lupton, Geoff Shalala, Alexandre Branco, Leonor Flores, Lina Beghetto, 
Therese Grima, Therese Mullaney, Fay Sommers, Frank Evans, Mary Cunney, 
Joao Merchado, Richard Hannigan, Bernadette Farrugia, Maureen McLoughlin, 
Gavin Abbey, Audrey McDonnell, Steve Estrada and Jacqueline Vella.  
 

Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish. 
Death Anniversary: John Agnel D’Souza, Gajapathy (26 Dec).  
 

Birthdays: Cornell Harjanto, Dullce Burgher (26 Dec), Alice Balbi, Wayne Lobo 
(27 Dec), Jake and Georgia Sciberras, Michelle James (28 Dec), Rachel Touma, 
Trish Touma (29 Dec), Colm O’Brien (30 Dec). 
 

Wedding Anniversary:  Laura and Greg Foster (27 Dec), Gavin and Helen 
Abbey (28 Dec), Daphne and Mario Silveira (29 Dec) 
 

CHANGES TO WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK: 
- No Communion Service Mon 28th (public holiday). Tue-Fri as normal.  
- 9am Mass on Friday, January 1 due to New Years Day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verbum Dei Notice: We thank God for the gift of Jesus, the greatest gift. And 
we also take opportunity in this Christmas time to thank God for all of you, our 
parishioner friends for the many years of your friendship and support to us.   
May the Lord bless you all throughout the New Year 2016! Kylie, Louise & 
Maria, Verbum Dei Missionaries.  
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ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers

6PM
This G Norton/R Cooley A Lobo/D Tolliver

Next H Walker/D Silveira P Di Cristo/A Lobo

7:30AM
This M Burns/P Murphy Lisa Steel

Next D Matheson/K Atkins D Matheson

9:30AM
This M Steel/C Buxton S Sangha

Next J Buist  J Sciberras

Counters
This N Kerr, T Ellery, L Burgess, E Di Cristo

Next T McDonald, G Elliott, T Lumibao

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY                                                 SUN,  27TH DECEMBER 2015

WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 7:30am 
Sunday 9:30am 

 
WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Tuesday - Friday: Mass  

(Friday 9am this week only) 

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  

Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 
To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic 
Ministers & Acolytes:   
             Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick and elderly: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
               Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA:   Parish Office  
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei: 9313 7099  
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  

  

OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery

JOEYs Kids (Children’s Liturgy) will recommence on  Sun, 31st Jan. 

Fr Greg is away on a short two-week break. We thank Fr Peter Kwak for 
saying masses during this time. It has also been confirmed that Fr Peter will 
be residing in the presbytery full-time and will be able to assist with parish 
duties, when his other duties permit. Welcome Fr Peter! 
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First Reading   1 Sm 1:20-22. 24-28
A reading from the first book of Samuel
For the whole of his life, Samuel shall be lent to the Lord. 

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and 
called him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I asked the 
Lord for him.’ 

When a year had gone by, the husband Elkanah 
went up again with all his family to offer the 
annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow. 
Hannah, however, did not go up, having said to 
her husband, ‘Not before the child is weaned. 
Then I will bring him and present him before the 
Lord and he shall stay there for ever.’ 

When she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her together with a three-year-old bull, 
an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and she 
brought him to the temple of the Lord at Shiloh; 
and the child was with them. They slaughtered 
the bull, and the child’s mother came to Eli. She 
said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you live, my lord, 
I am the woman who stood here beside you, 
praying to the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, 
and the Lord granted me what I asked him. Now 
I make him over to the Lord for the whole of his 
life. He is made over to the Lord.’ 

There she left him, for the Lord. 

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10 

(R.)   How happy they who dwell in your 
house, O Lord.

1. How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 Lord, God of hosts. 
 My soul is longing and yearning, 
 is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 
 My heart and my soul ring out their joy 
 to God, the living God. (R.) 

2.  They are happy, who dwell in your house, 
 for ever singing your praise. 
 They are happy, whose strength is in you; 
 they walk with ever growing strength. (R.) 

3.  O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer, 
 gave ear, O God of Jacob. 
 Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
 look on the face of your anointed. (R.) 

Second Reading   1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24
A reading from the lfirst letter of St John
He calls you his own children, and that is what you are.

Think of the love that the Father has lavished 
on us,

by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children  

of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet 

been revealed,

all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.

My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our  

own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son  

Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation   Acts 16:14
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 2:41-52
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke
His parents found him in the temple, sitting among the 
learned men, listening to them.

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to 
Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he 
was twelve years old, they went up for the feast 
as usual. When they were on their way home 
after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They 
assumed he was with the caravan, and it was 
only after a day’s journey that they went to look 
for him among their relations and acquaintances. 
When they failed to find him they went back to 
Jerusalem looking for him everywhere.

Three days later, they found him in the Temple, 
sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and 
asking them questions; and all those who heard 
him were astounded at his intelligence and his 
replies. They were overcome when they saw him, 
and his mother said to him,  
‘My child, why have you done this to us? See how 
worried your father and I have been, looking for 
you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. 
‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my 
Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand 
what he meant.

He then went down with them and came to 
Nazareth and lived under their authority. His 
mother stored up all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in 
favour with God and men.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Reflection   
by Michael Tate
Forget the tinselly sentimentality of most 
depictions of the Holy Family. This Gospel 
is real life. Anyone who has temporarily lost 
their child in a crowd knows the stabbing 
pain of uncertainty and fear. Even more real, 
and occurring more often, is the adolescent 
impatience of Jesus: ‘Did you not know I 
must be about my Father’s business?’

Every parent, bewildered and saddened by 
the growing up and the growing distance of 
a son or daughter, knows what Mary and 
Joseph must have felt.

By the time Mary and Joseph found Jesus, he 
had found the words to express his unique 
identity. In this little scene so full of pathos 
and heartbreak, we hear the first words of 
Jesus in the Gospels: ‘Did you not know I 
must be about my Father’s business?’

What was his ‘Father’s business’ which was 
so engaging for Jesus? To draw every human 
being into the same family relationship as 
He enjoys.

But did you note that it is our privilege to 
celebrate this realisation as a community? 
Only Jesus can say ‘My Father’. We say ‘Our 
Father’. We enter into the grace of intimate 
relationship with God, not as an atomised 
individual, but as a person within a society 
of baptised Christians – the Church.

We could take a moment to pray for the 
integrity which will enable us to express 
this sense of identity in the unfolding of our 
lives. We can pray also for those saddened 
or bewildered by our following of the One 
who taught us to pray ‘Our Father’.

mtate@bigpond.com
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