
Entrance Antiphon: O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has 
worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his 
deliverance, alleluia.  

Communion Antiphon: I am the true vine and you are the 
branches, says the Lord.  Whoever remains in me, and I in him, 
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our sick:  Lina Beghetto, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Leanne Frost, 
Michael Steel, Bernadette Farrugia, Janno Punla, Conrad Murray, Fr 
Jaime Bonet,  Mary Cunney, Joao Merchado, Therese Grima, Geoff 
Shalala, Alexandre Branco, Leonor Flores, Fay Sommers, Richard 
Hannigan, Maureen McLoughlin, Gavin Abbey,  Audrey McDonnell, 
Steve Estrada and Jacqueline Vella. 
 

Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish. 
 

Birthdays: Elleni Daniels (23 April), Kevin Lupton (26 April), 
Jeremy Leal (28 April). 
 
 

Wedding Anniversary: Giacomo and Juliette Gabriele (23 April),    
                                          Paul and Sonia Farrugia (26 April) 
 

Death Anniversary: Owen Burgher (23 April) 
                                     Lawrie Beach (28 April)
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5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                               24TH APRIL 2016

WEEKEND MASSES: 

Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 7:30am 

Sunday 9:30am - Family Mass with 
Children’s Liturgy 

 
WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 

Monday: No service (Public Holiday)  
Tuesday - Friday: Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 

To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick, elderly & lonely:  
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
             Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA:   Parish Office  
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 9313 7099  
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  

 

OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery

Almighty God, we remember with 
thanksgiving, those who made the 
supreme sacrifice for us in times of 
war. We pray that their offering of 
their lives may not have been in 

vain. May your grace enable us this 
day to dedicate ourselves to the 

cause of justice, freedom and 
peace; and give us the wisdom and 

strength to build a better world. 
Amen

ANZAC  
Day 

Mon, April 25th: Anzac Day (Masses available at  
                           the Cathedral or MSC Kensington) 
Tues, April 26th: St Mark (Feast) 
Thurs, April 28th:  St Peter Chanel (Memorial) 
Fri, April 29th: St Catherine of Siena (Memorial) 
Sun, May 1st: St Joseph the Worker (Memorial)

THE 
WEEK 

AHEAD:
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ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers
 

6PM
This A Lobo/H Walker P Di Cristo/G Di Cristo

Next R Cooley/A Lobo R Cameron/P Di Cristo
 

7:30AM
This D Matheson/K Atkins D Matheson

Next P Murphy/M Burns J Sciberras

 
9:30AM

This J Maher/M Machado S Sangha

Next J Buist/J Maher M Steel
 

Counters
This N Kerr, T Ellery, E Di Cristo

Next T McDonald, G Elliott, T Lumibao

MASS CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Thank you for your contributions 
towards our Parish. You can also 
contribute via electronic transfer:  

 

Our bank details are:   
Account Name:  

Rosebery Parish Church Account   
BSB: 062 784   

Account No.: 537 5002

"Thank you" to our sponsor Laing+Simmons Rosebery for the printing of this bulletin. 

MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR GENERAL: I was pleased to be able to visit the parish last weekend 
and speak at the 9.30 mass – I did so at the request of Fr Greg, following discussions at a recent Pastoral 
Council meeting.  As you know, the Verbum Dei missionaries have decided to move from Rosebery and are 
currently seeking a new base in Sydney.  I was therefore keen to publicly thank the missionaries for their many 
years living in and supporting your parish, especially during the time when you did not have a resident parish 
priest.  I was also keen to place this decision in the context of the parish and Archdiocese at this time.  
 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has initiated a project called Parish 2020 with the aim of strengthening our 
parishes to ensure that parishes and clergy are distributed fairly across Sydney and that small parishes in 
particular can be strengthened through their relationships with other parishes.  The first step in the Parish 
2020 project was the re-defining of Deaneries, and within each of the nine new deaneries there were 
consultations this year with priests and people to identify the mission priorities of the church in that part of 
Sydney, and the needs and resources of parishes.  Although this project will likely see some new 
configuration of parishes, the goal is to expand the presence of the church in local areas.  This will require 
decisions in response to demographic changes including the growth areas in South West Sydney and the 
renewal of inner city areas.  This may call for new schools and new approaches to youth ministry and 
evangelization.  Parishes will also have to consider their material resources and the best use of their assets.  
As a small parish in a growing part of Sydney, Rosebery will obviously be a focus of much interest.  There is no 
intention to close the parish; there is a hope that your parish will be strengthened as part of the wider mission 
of the Archdiocese in Central and South Sydney. We are only at the very beginning of the Parish 2020 project; 
there will be more information as soon as the consultation processes are finalised.  I look forward to your 
contribution to this important project. 
 

Because the contract between the parish and the Verbum Dei female missionaries expires in July this year, 
the missionaries have been reflecting on their needs and on the requests of their superiors for them to 
undertake some new missionary work.  Likewise, the parish has been reflecting on its needs for facilities and 
the best use of assets, as well as its longer term planning.  In this context, the President of Verbum Dei, Lucía 
Herrerías Guerra, recently visited Sydney and reviewed the situation of all the Verbum Dei missionaries.   
Following her visitation, and due to the uncertainty about the possible renewal of the contract, the female 
missionaries prefer to seek a new residence as a base for their mission. It is anticipated that new missionaries 
will be sent here in the future and that some current missionaries will be undertaking new roles.  There is no 
moving date at present, but I trust there will be ample opportunity to show your gratitude to the missionaries 
for their many years of outstanding service to the people in Rosebery.  I thank them once again.  

Fr Gerald Gleeson (VICAR GENERAL) 

PENTECOST RETREAT: Let's call  on the Spirit for the 
strength, light and love to live life to the full. Sat, May 
14th, 9:30- 2:30pm. Given by Verbum Dei Family 
disciples, all ages welcome, lunch provided.  
For more information please call 9313  7099 or  
email verbumdeisydney@gmail.com. 



The Living Word    5th Sunday of Easter, Year C

Use the words below to

CompLete
these Scripture passages

enemies
hate

Lord

heart
neighbour

loved

another

cannot   children   everyone   find   giving   going  
Judas   little   look  love   new   told

Wordsearch Try to find these words:

St Catherine of Siena was the youngest 
of 25 children born of a wealthy Italian 
family in c1347. From a young age she 

devoted her life to prayer and became a tertiary 
sister of the Dominican order despite her parents 
objections. She worked with the sick and attracted 
a following of men and women who accompanied 
her on her frequent journeys. Catherine became 
heavily involved in the politics of both Church 
and State as she attempted to make peace 
between Florence and the papacy. She urged 
Pope Gregory to return the papacy to Rome from 
Avignon, which he did in 1376. His death two 
years later led to a schism in the Western church, 
as detractors of the newly elected pope Urban 
VI set up a rival pope in Avignon. In an effort 
to restore unity to the church, Catherine gave 
support to the Urban VI but was exhausted by 
her efforts. She died soon after suffering a stroke, 
aged only 33.



First Reading   Acts 14:21-27
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They assembled the church and gave an account of all 
that God had done with them.

Paul and Barnabas went back through 
Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They 
put fresh heart into the disciples, 
encouraging them to persevere in the 
faith. ‘We all have to experience many 
hardships’ they said ‘before we enter 
the kingdom of God.’ In each of these 
churches they appointed elders, and 
with prayer and fasting they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had come 
to believe.

They passed through Pisidia and reached 
Pamphylia. Then after proclaiming the 
word at Perga they went down to Attalia 
and from there sailed for Antioch, where 
they had originally been commended to 
the grace of God for the work they had 
now completed.

On their arrival they assembled the 
church and gave an account of all  
that God had done with them, and  
how he had opened the door of faith to 
the pagans.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 144:8-13. R. cf. v.1

(R.)  I will praise your name for ever,  
       my king and my God.
         or

(R.) Alleluia.

1. The Lord is kind and full  
of compassion,

 slow to anger, abounding in love.
 How good is the Lord to all,
 compassionate to all his creatures. 

(R.)

2. All your creatures shall thank you, 
O Lord,

 and your friends shall repeat  
their blessing.

 They shall speak of the glory of  
your reign

 and declare your might, O God,
 to make known to men your  

mighty deeds
 and the glorious splendour of  

your reign. (R.)

3. Yours is an everlasting kingdom;
 your rule lasts from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading   Rv 21:1-5
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
He will wipe away all the tears from their eyes.

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
the first heaven and the first earth had 
disappeared now, and there was no longer 
any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, as beautiful as a bride all dressed 
for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice 
call from the throne, ‘You see this city? 
Here God lives among men. He will make 
his home among them; they shall be his 
people, and he will be their God; his name 
is God-with-them. He will wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; there will be no more 
death, and no more mourning or sadness. 
The world of the past has gone.’

Then the One sitting on the throne spoke:
‘Now I am making the whole of creation new.’

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation  Jn 13:34

Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Jn 13:31-35 
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John
I give you a new commandment: love one another.

When Judas had gone Jesus said:
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified,
and in him God has been glorified.
If God has been glorified in him,
God will in turn glorify him in himself,
and will glorify him very soon.
My little children,
I shall not be with you much longer.
I give you a new commandment:
love one another;
just as I have loved you,
you also must love one another.
By this love you have for one another,
everyone will know that you are  

my disciples.’

The Gospel of the Lord 
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Reflection   
by Michael Tate

‘Love one another as I have loved 
you.’ You may think that Our Lord’s 
extravagant extreme of love in 
voluntarily undergoing death for us, is 
something no human being could ever 
measure up to.

But actually, something like this 
happens whenever a mother or father 
sits by the bedside of a child suffering 
the terrible pain of a chronic illness or 
traumatic accident and, perhaps, even 
facing the prospect of death. Such a 
parent will invariably say ‘I would rather 
suffer and die than see my child suffer 
and die.’ It is the same with a person 
seeing their much loved life partner in a 
similar situation.

Each of us, usually to a lesser degree 
and in less fraught circumstances, has 
the opportunity to absorb, to some 
extent, the sufferings of others. We are 
thus given the possibility of fulfilling the 
command: ‘Love one another as I have 
loved you.’

The effect of this sort of loving will 
be realised at the end of history, not 
in a garden of Paradise, but as in a 
wonderful City where all tears will be 
wiped from our eyes.

We could pause for a moment on our 
way to that future City, resolving to be 
alert to opportunities to fulfil our Lord’s 
command: ‘Love one another as I have 
loved you.’

mtate@bigpond.com


