
Entrance Antiphon:  Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our sick: Grant Muir,  Fr Adrian, June Lupton, Geoff Shalala, 
Alexandre Branco, Leonor Flores, Lina Beghetto, Therese Grima, 
Therese Mullaney, Fay Sommers, Frank Evans, Mary Cunney, Joao 
Merchado, Richard Hannigan, Bernadette Farrugia, Maureen 
McLoughlin, Gavin Abbey, Audrey McDonnell, Steve Estrada and 
Jacqueline Vella. 
 
Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish who 
have been taken up into the arms of our loving Father.  
Death Anniversary: Moya Banfield (22 December) 
 
Birthdays: Lorraine Lawrence, Phillip Merchant, Gloria Silva (20 
December), Kath Atkins (23 December), Ronnie Thomas,  
Manuel Lascano (24 December), Wil Jackson (25 December) 

TIMETABLE OF SERVICES THIS CHRISTMAS: 
- Monday 21st - 7am Communion Service 
- Tuesday 22nd - 7am Mass 
- Wednesday 23rd - 7am Mass  
- Thursday 24th - No morning Mass, Christmas mass times… 

- Saturday 26th/Sunday 27th - Normal weekend masses 
   (no Benediction or Adoration this Saturday. Confession by appointment)  
- Monday 28th (Public Holiday) - No Mass/Communion Service 
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WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 7:30am 
Sunday 9:30am (Family Mass with 

JOEYs Kids) 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Monday: Communion Service 

Tuesday - Friday: Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 
To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick and elderly: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
             Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA:   Parish Office  
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 9313 7099  
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  

 

OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
5pm - Christmas Eve Children's Mass (for ages 3-10) 

including children's Nativity play 

7pm - Christmas Eve Vigil (led by Joey's Teenagers) 

12am - Christmas (Midnight) Mass 

9:30am - Christmas Day Mass
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ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers

6PM
This A Lobo/D Silveira D Tolliver/P di Cristo

Next G Norton/R Cooley R Cameron/G Di Cristo

7:30AM
This J Merchant/J Sciberras D Matheson

Next M Burns/P Murphy K Atkins

9:30AM
This P Paredes/N Paredes J Buist

Next M Steel/C Buxton M Steel

Counters
This D Tolliver, M Cunney, J Buist
Next N Kerr, T Ellery, L Burgess, E Di Cristo

MASS COLLECTIONS:  
Thank you for your contributions.  

 
Our bank details are: 

Name:  
Rosebery Parish Church Account  

BSB: 062 784   
Account No.: 537 5002 

Last weeks collections: 
 

1st - $572.50           2nd -  $1,145 
Direct Deposit - $230.00  

THANK YOU again for those who attended 
our Parish Christmas Party last weekend 

and to all who organised it. It was a fun and 
festive evening!

PLEASE JOIN US BEFORE THE 7PM & MIDNIGHT MASSES FOR  

CAROLS 

Thank you to our sponsor, Laing+Simmons Rosebery, for printing our bulletin this week. 

Families are invited to enter via the Main Door of the Cathedral, the Door of 
Mercy, and to praise God and thank Him for all their blessings

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY INVITES ALL FAMILIES TO 

A SPECIAL CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST 
OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

WITH ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER O.P. 

Each family member is invited to obtain a Plenary Indulgence for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
either for themselves or for the soul of a deceased person.  A plenary indulgence is a gift of 

God’s mercy through His Church and is a total remission of temporal punishment due to sins for 
which guilt has already been forgiven.  To obtain the indulgence, Pope Francis has asked that the 

faithful make a brief pilgrimage to the Door of Mercy, as a sign of their desire for conversion.  
Other conditions are: 

For enquiries: lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org 
or 9307 8400

Sunday 27th December 2015
10:30am Solemn Mass

St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney

(a) to be in a state of grace by celebrating the Sacrament of Penance and the 
Holy Eucharist, (Sacraments should be received within several days); 
(b) to make the Profession of Faith (Apostles’ or Nicene Creed); and 

(c) to say a prayer for the Holy Father and his intentions.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET INVOLVED? 
2015 has been a busy year for ministry 

in the parish - from the RCIA, to 
reading during mass, youth and help 

with the morning tea, etc.  

We would love YOU to join us! 

Please get in touch with the contact 
person listed on the front of this 

bulletin for more information. 



The Living Word    4th Sunday of Advent, Year C

baby
believed
blessed
Elizabeth 
greeting
happy
heard
hurried
loud
Mary 
moved
woman

Wordsearch
Try to find these words:

S          t Peter Canisius was born in Holland in 
1521. He studied canon law at Louvain,  
but later came to the conclusion that a legal 

career and marriage, as arranged by his father, 
were not to his liking. He joined the Jesuits and 
spent his time in prayer, study, teaching and care 
of the sick. St Peter was a prominent preacher 
and he attended the Council of Trent, then later 
taught at the first Jesuit school at Messina.  
He was later called to Rome to work with St 
Ignatius; the founder of the Jesuit order. After posts 
as rector and vice-chancellor of the University of 
Ingoldstandt, he was sent to Vienna, which was 
in need of reform. In 1555, his famous Catechism 
was published and eventually translated into 15 
languages during his lifetime. Considered one of 
the most influential theologians and writers of his 
time, St Peter Canisius was declared a Doctor of 
the Church in 1925.



First Reading   Mi 5:1-4
A reading from the prophet Micah
Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over Israel.

The Lord says this:
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me
the one who is to rule over Israel;
his origin goes back to the distant past,
to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon 

them
till the time when she who is to give birth 

gives birth.
Then the remnant of his brothers will 

come back
to the sons of Israel.
He will stand and feed his flock
with the power of the Lord,
with the majesty of the name of his God.
They will live secure, for from then on he 

will extend his power
to the ends of the land.
He himself will be peace.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R. v.4

(R.)   Lord, make us turn to you; 
let us see your face and we  
shall be saved.

1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,
 shine forth from your cherubim throne.
 O Lord, rouse up your might,
 O Lord, come to our help. (R.)

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
 look down from heaven and see.
 Visit this vine and protect it,
 the vine your right hand has planted. 

(R.)

3. May your hand be on the man you  
have chosen,

 the man you have given your strength.
 And we shall never forsake you again:
 give us life that we may call upon  

your name. (R.)

Second Reading   Heb 10:5-10
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
I am coming to do your will.

This is what Christ said, on coming into  
the world:

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me.
You took no pleasure in holocausts or 

sacrifices for sin;
then I said,
just as I was commanded in the scroll of 

the book,
‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey  

your will.’
Notice that he says first: You did not want 
what the Law lays down as the things to be 
offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, 
the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and 
you took no pleasure in them; and then he 
says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your 
will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace 
it with the second. And this will was for us 
to be made holy by the offering of his body 
made once and for all by Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 1:38

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 1:39-45
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke
Why should it happen that I am honoured with a visit from 
the mother of my Lord?

Mary set out and went as quickly as she 
could to a town in the hill country of Judah. 
She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted 
Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women 
you are the most blessed, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured 
with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 
For the moment your greeting reached my 
ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, 
blessed is she who believed that the promise 
made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Reflection   
by Michael Tate
This little gospel story tells us that ‘the 
baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped’ and not 
merely leaped, but leaped ‘for joy’. Is this 
just poetic hyperbole?

We know that beautiful music can have a 
wonderful effect on life in the womb. Good 
vibrations. Here, the presence of Jesus, 
being carried by Mary in her pregnancy, 
had a wonderful effect on the life carried by 
Elizabeth. Very good vibrations.

From the moment of the conception of 
Jesus, good vibrations reverberated out to 
all human beings. The good news is that you 
and I and every human life ever conceived is 
visited by Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, and 
we receive that visit as Original Blessing.

There is a further and consoling truth. 
Every mother or father who has lost a baby 
too early needs to know that the same 
extraordinary sense of Our Lord’s presence 
was felt by your baby. That Divine Presence 
conferred a powerful Original Blessing on 
that little life within the womb, and that 
same Presence accompanied your baby 
into the everlasting embrace of Divine Love 
in Heaven.

We could pause a moment to pray using the 
very words of Elizabeth, reciting:

Hail Mary, full of grace,  
 the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of 
 thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, mother of God,  
 pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.

mtate@bigpond.com
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