
Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near 
 
Communion Antiphon: Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do 
not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY: 
Our sick: Grant Muir,  Fr Adrian, June Lupton, Geoff Shalala, 
Alexandre Branco, Leonor Flores, Lina Beghetto, Therese Grima, 
Therese Mullaney, Fay Sommers, Frank Evans, Mary Cunney, Joao 
Merchado, Richard Hannigan, Bernadette Farrugia, Maureen 
McLoughlin, Gavin Abbey, Audrey McDonnell, Steve Estrada and 
Jacqueline Vella. 
 
Deceased: We pray especially for the deceased of our parish who 
have been taken up into the arms of our loving Father.  
 
Birthdays: Tim Downs (13 Dec) Aidan Downs (15 Dec), Patrick 
McLoughlin, Sean Kyle Viray (16 Dec) Jason Fong, Juana Crespi, 
Benjamin Walker  (17 Dec),  Richard Hannigan, John Cooley (18 
Dec). 

Please join us for Christmas Carols 15 minutes before 
the  7pm and Midnight Masses.  

Please help get the message of our Christmas Masses to 
everyone in our Parish.  Letterbox flyers are on the entrance 
table bundled by street name.  Any queries call 9663 1183. 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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                                 13TH DECEMBER 2015

WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 7:30am 
Sunday 9:30am (Family Mass with 

JOEYs Kids) 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - 7am 
Monday: Communion Service 

Tuesday - Friday: Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Saturday 3:30pm - 5:30pm  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday  4pm - 5pm 

 

Baptisms & Weddings 
By appointment 

PARISH MINISTRIES: 
To offer assistance or to make 
enquiries contact the following 
people or the Parish office: 
- Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers & 
Acolytes:  Rosemary 9667 2955 
- Readers: Josette 0409 662 468 
- Public School Catechists:  
             Kath 9667 3505 
- Visiting the sick and elderly: 
             Grainne 9663 3945 
- Music & Choir: Phil 0423 233 109 
- Youth: Phil 0423 233 109 &  
             Sarah 0426 892 945 
- St Vincent de Paul:  
             Bernard 0408 114 789 
- RCIA:   Parish Office  
- Parish Morning Tea:             
             Helen 0414 397 105 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 9313 7099  
verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  

 

OLSH Sisters: 9663 4211 
9 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES !
5pm - Christmas Eve Children's Mass (for ages 3-10) 

(including children's Nativity play) 

7pm - Christmas Eve Vigil (led by Joey's Teenagers) 

12am - Christmas (Midnight) Mass 

9:30am - Christmas Day Mass



PARISH  
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

This weekend after the Vigil Mass.  
Thanks to all who join in and make this a 
community event and who helped out. 

ROSTERS Readers Extra Eucharistic Ministers

!
6PM

This G. Norton/ H Walker D Tolliver, P Di Cristo

Next A Lobo/ D Silveira R Cameron, G Di Cristo

!
7:30AM

This M Burns/ D Matheson D Matheson

Next J Merchant/ J Sciberras K Atkins

!
9:30AM

This M Machado/ L Steel J Buist

Next P Paredes/ N Paredes M Steel

!
Counters

This N Paredes, P Paredes, L Garcia, J Buist

Next D Tolliver, M Cunney, J Buist

MASS COLLECTIONS:  
Thank you for your contributions.  

 
Our bank details are: 

Account: Rosebery Parish Church 
Account  

BSB: 062 784  Account No.: 537 
5002 

Last weeks collections: 
1st -            2nd -  

Direct Deposit - $30.00  

WHY PINK? In the earliest years of the church the only church season was 
Lent, the seven weeks prior to Easter. Lent was a season of fasting and 
prayer as the church commemorated the crucifixion of Jesus. The 
traditional colour of banners in the church during this time was a deep 
purple, signifying royalty, repentance, and suffering. However solemn the 
season, the story of Lent also has a twinge of hope and JOY since the 
death of Christ prefigured the resurrection. So, on the third Sunday of 
Lent, the church was encouraged not to fast, but to feast. When the season 
of Advent was instituted the church viewed it as a mini-Lent, a time for 
reflection and repentance (hence purple). In so doing, the church adopted 
the first four candles of Lent and changed the third candle of Advent to 
pink in honour of the Lenten tradition. This is why we have a pink candle, a 
candle of joy in our Advent Wreaths. 

!
HALL PAINTWORK: Last week 

some Yr 10 boys from 
Marcellin College Randwick 
volunteered the first days of 
their school holidays to paint 
the outside of our Hall.  Thank 

you to the teachers and students 
involved.  We truly appreciate your help.

ARCHBISHOP FISHER  invites all people for the 
opening of the Holy Door of St. Mary's 
Cathedral at a Solemn Mass on Dec 13 at 
10.30am.   "My fervent prayer is for all of Sydney's 
Catholics to experience the loving mercy of God 
through the graces and initiatives of the Jubillee 
Year" - Archbishop Anthony Fisher

LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS: Once again St. Mary’s 
Cathedral is illuminated by the Lights of Christmas. 
Running from Dec 10-25, 7:30pm-midnight. Each 
night will include a music performance. Visit 
lightsofchristmas.com.au for more information. 

!
       CHRISTMAS   

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Wednesday, 16th Dec 

6:45pm-8pm

Thank you to our new sponsor for printing our bulletin this week. 

"May the Jubilee of Mercy bring us all closer to 
God’s goodness and love!" 

- Pope Francis (Dec 8)



The Living Word    3rd Sunday of Advent, Year C

baptise
different
fire
food

Messiah
money
sandals
satisfied

Wordsearch
Try to find these words:

share
soldiers
teacher
water

St John of the Cross was born into a poor 

Spanish family in 1542. After attending a 

Jesuit college, he joined the Carmelite 

Order, studied theology and was ordained a priest 

at the age of 25. St Teresa of Avila encouraged 

him to join the Discalced Carmelite Reform, 

which provided two houses for friars. But after 

several years he was seized and imprisoned by the 

Calced Carmelite friars, who rejected the reform. 

St John of the Cross was a mystic and poet, and it 

was during his captivity that he wrote some of his 

finest work. He eventually escaped and founded a 
college at Baeza. St John is regarded as a Doctor 

of Mystical Theology, and was officially declared 
a Doctor of the Church in 1926.



First Reading   Zep 3:14-18
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel,  

is in your midst;
you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come  

to Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult witha joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 
Is 12:2-6 R. v.6

(R.)   Cry out with joy and gladness:  
for among you is the great and  
Holy One of Israel.

1. Truly, God is my salvation,
 I trust, I shall not fear.
 For the Lord is my strength, my song,
 he became my saviour.
 With joy you will draw water
 from the wells of salvation. (R.)

2. Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to 
his name!

 Make his mighty deeds known to  
the peoples!

 Declare the greatness of his name. (R.)

3. Sing a psalm to the Lord
 for he has done glorious deeds,
 make them known to all the earth!
 People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
 for great in your midst is the Holy One 

of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading   Phil 4:4-7
A reading from the letter of  
St Paul to the Philippians
The Lord is near.

I want you to be happy, always happy in 
the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your 
happiness. Let your tolerance be evident 
to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is 
no need to worry; but if there is anything 

you need, pray for it, asking God for it with 
prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of 
God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your 
thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation  Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News  

to the poor.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 3:10-18
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to Luke
What, then, must we do?

When all the people asked John, ‘What 
must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has 
two tunics he must share with the man who 
has none, and the one with something to eat 
must do the same.’ There were tax collectors 
too who came for baptism, and these said to 
him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to 
them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some 
soldiers asked him in their turn, ‘What about 
us? What must we do?’ He said to them,  
‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be content 
with your pay!’

A feeling of expectancy had grown among 
the people, who were beginning to think that 
John might be the Christ, so John declared 
before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo 
the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-
fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn; but 
the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never 
go out.’ As well as this, there were many 
other things he said to exhort the people and 
to announce the Good News to them.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Reflection   
by Dianne Bergant
We are at the midpoint of Advent. Today 
we celebrate Gaudete Sunday. The 
principal theme of the day is joy. According 
to Paul, joy is one of the fruits of the Spirit  
(cf. Gal 5:22). Such joy is a religious 
sentiment, not emotional happiness. 
Along with gratitude, it is the heart’s 
response to God’s goodness. Zion is told 
to shout for joy because it has been saved 
by God from its enemies and because 
God is in the midst of the people. The 
psalm response proclaims the same 
message; the reading from Philippians 
announces that the Lord is near. This is 
cause for joy.

Advent is a time for joy, not primarily 
because we are anticipating the 
anniversary of the birth of Christ, but 
because God is already in our midst 
(Immanuel). The readings for this Sunday 
assure us that God is with us, not as a 
judge but as a Saviour. We rejoice over 
the saving acts of God that make us 
confident of God’s care and unafraid of 
whatever may cross our paths. We rejoice 
in the peace of God that surpasses all 
understanding. Advent joy is like the 
delight that fills a woman who has just 
given birth, even if it occurred in the 
throes of birthpangs. Advent joy springs 
from the realisation that the presence 
of God in our midst can so transform 
our lives that the promises of peace and 
security will be fulfilled. Advent joy is 
the way we live in the tension between 
already and not yet.
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